
Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Screening Determination 
 

Notice of the Determination that the proposed  

East Dunbartonshire Council Local Outcomes Improvement Plan 

will require a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 

Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
 

As required under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, East Dunbartonshire 

Council has reviewed the likely significance of the environmental effects of the proposed 

Local Outcomes Improvement Plan. 

 

East Dunbartonshire Council has made a determination under Section 8(1) of the 

Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that the Plan is likely to result in significant 

environmental effects.  The Masterplan will therefore be subject to a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment. 

 

 

Lauren Hollas 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 

Place, Neighbourhood and Corporate Assets 

Land Planning and Development 

Southbank House 

Strathkelvin Place 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 1XQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relevant Documents: 

 

 SEA Screening Determination Notification to Consultation Authorities on 7
th

 April 2017 

 Screening Report submitted to Consultation Authorities on 6
th

 March 2017 

 Responses from the Consultation Authorities: 

 Response from Historic Environment Scotland 

 Response from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 

 Response from Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 



 

 

Dear Sirs, 

SEA Screening Determination  

East Dunbartonshire Council Local Outcomes Improvement Plan 

 

I refer to your letter dated 30
th

 March 2017 outlining the responses from the Consultation 

Authorities to the Screening Report that was submitted on 6
th

 March 2017 in relation to the 

proposed East Dunbartonshire Council Local Outcomes Improvement Plan (LOIP). 

 

After reviewing the responses, two of the Consultation Authorities are in agreement with the 

Councils original findings that the LOIP is unlikely to have significant environmental effects. 

However, one of the Consultation Authorities offered advice contrary to the original outcomes 

of the Screening Report and have advised that the LOIP has the potential for significant 

effects and therefore encourage East Dunbartonshire Council to reconsider the need for a full 

environmental assessment. The Council see merit in the views expressed during the 

consultation period, and given the strategic nature of the LOIP, East Dunbartonshire Council 

made a determination on 5
th

 April 2017 under Section 8(1) of the Environmental Assessment 

(Scotland) Act 2005 that the Plan’s position for setting the vision and strategic direction for all 

other strategic actions and lower-tiered Council Plans, Policies, Programmes and Strategies 

that there is the potential for the SEA process to have a significant positive influence on the 

Plan through the consideration of a high level assessment and address any potential significant 

environmental effects. This decision is contrary to the original opinions expressed within the 

Screening Report submitted for comment. Therefore, the document will be subject to a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, and will proceed with Scoping before carrying out a full 

environmental assessment as part of an Environmental Report.  

 

A copy of the screening determination will be available for inspection during normal office 

hours at Southbank House, Strathkelvin Place, Kirkintilloch, G66 1XQ and on the Council 

website at www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/s-e-a.  An advert will also be placed in the local 

newspapers to publicise the screening determination. 

 

In accordance with Section 10(1) of the Act, a copy of the screening determination is enclosed 

and I would be obliged if you could forward this onto the Consultation Authorities. 

 

Date:         7
th

 April 2017 

 

SEA Gateway 

Scottish Government 

Area 2 H (South) 

Victoria Quay 

Edinburgh 

EH6 6QQ 

 

PLACE, NEIGHBOURHOOD AND 

CORPORATE ASSETS 

Land Planning and Development 

Southbank House 

Strathkelvin Place 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 1XQ 

 

Telephone 0141 578 8600 

Fax No: 0141 578 8575 

 



If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Technical Officer on 0141 578 8532. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Lauren Hollas 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCREENING REPORT 
  



 

 
  

STEP 1 – DETAILS OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Responsible Authority: East Dunbartonshire Council / Community Planning Partnership Board 

  

Title of the plan: Local Outcomes Improvement Plan (LOIP) 2017 - 2027 

  

What prompted the plan:  
(e.g. a legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provision) 

Legislative provision as set out under Part 2 (Community Planning) of 
the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015. 

  

Plan subject:  
(e.g. transport) 

 

Outcome improvement for East Dunbartonshire with a strong focus on 
reducing inequality and increasing community capacity and 
empowerment. 

  

Screening is required by the 
Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005.  
 
Based on Boxes 3 and 4, our view 
is that: 

 

      An SEA is required, as the environmental effects are likely 

to be significant: Please indicate below what Section of the 
2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

    An SEA is not required, as the environmental effects are 

unlikely to be significant:  Please indicate below what 
Section of the 2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

  

Contact details: Lauren Hollas 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 
Sustainability Policy Team 
Place, Neighbourhood and Corporate Assets Directorate 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XQ 
 
Tel: 0141 578 8532 
Email: Lauren.Hollas@eastdunbarton.gov.uk 

  

Date: 6th March 2017 

 



 

STEP 2 – CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Context of the Plan: The Local Outcomes Improvement Plan (LOIP) intends to set a focus of priority 
for East Dunbartonshire with a focus on the following themes: 

 Regeneration – economic and employment 

 Children and young people – safe, healthy and ready to learn 

 Safer communities – community justice, community safety and anti-
social behaviour 

 Health and wellbeing 

 Protection and care of our vulnerable groups. 
 
The LOIP will be written in response to a rigorous analysis of local needs across 
the entire East Dunbartonshire area in order to define outcomes. Each of these 
outcomes will be aligned to one of the 5 Strategic Objectives and 16 National 
Outcomes set out within the National Performance Framework for Scotland.  

  

Description of the Plan: The LOIP is a document that aims to provide a framework for effective 
partnership working and maximisation of resources amongst the Community 
Planning Partnership, in order to influence and inform development, 
implementation and review of all other plans and strategic that may be 
produced within the period of the Plan (2017 – 2020) at East Dunbartonshire 
Council and the planning partners. It will update the current approach to 
account for demographic changes within the community as the local approach 
and translation of national outcomes. Considered as the 1st tier of all strategic 
planning in the authority, the vision and outcomes of the LOIP will underpin the 
overall vision and focus as well as help to shape other plans, policies, 
programmes, strategies, masterplans and commitments by the Council. The 
LOIP will be shaped by a vision to apply to the East Dunbartonshire area and a 
set of outcomes, and it is intended that the strategic approaches that will be 
taken to delivering the Plan include prevention and early intervention, 
coproduction and engagement, partnership and collaboration, and evidence 
based strategic planning. 

  

What are the key 
components of the 
plan? 

The components of the plan include a vision for East Dunbartonshire which is 
‘Working together to achieve the best with the people of East Dunbartonshire’ 
as well as 6 high level and strategic outcomes. It is anticipated that the current 
outcomes of the LOIP will be refined. The drafted refined outcomes are as 
following, although it should be noted that these are subject to change 
following agreement with the planning partners: 

 Local Outcome 1: Economic Growth and Recovery 

 Local Outcome 2: Employment 

 Local Outcome 3: Children and Young People 

 Local Outcome 4: Safer and Stronger Communities 

 Local Outcome 5: Health and Well-being 

 Local Outcome 6: Older People and their Carers 
In addition to local outcomes, the LOIP includes 7 guiding principles that should 
be integrated across all work commitments and delivery of Council services in 
order to adhere to the Local Outcomes. These include: 

1. Planning for Place 
2. Sustainability 
3. Fair and equitable delivery of public services 



 

4. Prevention and early intervention 
5. Coproduction and engagement 
6. Evidence based strategic planning 
7. Best value. 

  

Have any of the 
components of the plan 
been considered in 
previous SEA work? 
 

The previous iteration of the Local Outcomes Improvement (former Single 
Outcome Agreement (SOA)) was not considered for SEA. However, as the 1st tier 
of strategic documents within the Councils strategic policy hierarchy, it is 
imperative that it is evaluated to determine the likelihood of significant 
environmental effects as a result of the LOIP being implemented. This will 
ensure that the overarching outcomes that feed into other planning documents 
can be developed with confidence that they have already been considered 
through the SEA process.  

   

In terms of your 
response to Boxes 7 and 
8 above, set out those 
components of the plan 
that are likely to require 
screening: 

The components of the LOIP that are likely to require screening are the vision, 
the 6 local outcomes and the 7 guiding principles, the wording of which will be 
detailed in Step 3. 

 

   



 

 

STEP 3 – IDENTIFYING INTERACTIONS OF THE PLAN WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND  
CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY INTERACTIONS (Error! Reference source not found.) 

 Environmental Topic Areas Explanation of Potential Environmental 
Effects 

Explanation of Significance 

Plan Components 
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Vision 
Working together to 
achieve the best with 
the people of East 
Dunbartonshire 

          

Overall potential for minor and 
significant positive effects to 
Population and Human Health as the 
LOIP will directly influence and guide 
action to be taken and delivered to 
benefit local communities throughout 
East Dunbartonshire.  

This is a guiding vision for the 
Council and will guide other strategic 
actions within the Council. Whilst 
the impact of this vision is not likely 
to be significant in its own right, the 
impacts associated with the other 
Council strategic actions that will be 
adhering to this vision has the 
potential to result in significant 
environmental positive impacts.   
 

Local Outcomes 

LO 1:  Economic 
Growth and Recovery 
East Dunbartonshire 
has a sustainable and 
resilient economy with 
busy town and village 
centres, a growing 
business base, and is 
an attractive place in 

          

Contributions towards delivering a 
sustainable and resilient economy for 
East Dunbartonshire is likely to 
present positive impacts to Population 
and Human Health, and Material 
Assets through potential 
improvements to the town centres 
and greater employment and 

 
 
 
 
The Local Outcomes do not contain 
any detail of planned actions but do 
contain a list of proposed areas of 
activity.   The Council is of the 



 

which to invest economic opportunities. Growth and 
recovery may also improve the quality 
of East Dunbartonshire’s town centres 
including related infrastructure. The 
benefits could also extend to tourism. 

opinion that there is not enough 
detail in the LOIP, as a whole, to be 
able to assess the likely significant 
environmental effects of any 
proposed activities.   
 
The Council intends to focus on 
lower-tier PPS (and their 
corresponding SEA) to deliver and 
take action to realise the LOIP - Local 
Outcomes.  This will ensure that SEA 
has been integrated into the 
production of PPS at the most 
effective development stage.  
Therefore, the Council intends to 
target the more detailed Local 
Outcome Action Plans and individual 
area-specific Locality Plans from an 
SEA perspective in their delivery of 
Local Outcomes.   

LO 2: Employment 
Our people are 
equipped with 
knowledge, skills and 
training to enable 
them to progress to 
employment 

          

This Outcome is likely to present 
positive impacts to Population and 
Human Health by focussing the 
delivery of opportunities to enhance 
skillsets and knowledge through 
training opportunities for local people. 
This can help to create pathways for 
better employment opportunities.  

LO 3: Children and 
Young People 
Our children and 
young people are safe, 
healthy and ready to 
learn 

          

By delivering on this outcome, there is 
likely to be direct positive impacts to 
Population and Human Health with a 
specific emphasis on benefits for 
young people in East Dunbartonshire 
which can provide long-term positive 
impacts by way of improved skills, 
education and healthy lives in order to 
give them greater opportunities in the 
future. 

LO4: Safer and 
Stronger Communities 
East Dunbartonshire is 
a safe environment in 
which to live, work 
and visit 

          

Ensuring that East Dunbartonshire has 
a safe environment in which to live, 
work and visit will present positive 
impacts to Population and Human 
Health, and Material Assets. A safe 
environment is likely to encourage 
greater participation and increased 
accesses to the local environment, 
such as parks and open spaces, for 
recreation, encourage businesses to 



 

locate to an area that is safe for 
workers and customers alike and will 
help to create better connected 
communities. 

LO5: Health and Well-
being 
Our people and 
communities enjoy 
increased physical and 
mental health and 
wellbeing 

          

There is likely to be direct positive 
impacts for Population and Human 
Health with opportunities to engage 
communities in more recreational 
activities, access to the local 
environment and healthcare services. 

LO6: Older People and 
their Carers 
Our more vulnerable 
citizens and their 
carers are able to 
maintain their 
independence for 
longer and are able to 
access appropriate 
support when they 
need it 

          

This Outcome will provide direct 
positive impacts to the older 
generation in East Dunbartonshire, as 
well as their carers, which could result 
in potential significant effects due to 
East Dunbartonshire’s ageing 
population. The delivery of this 
outcome will ensure that additional 
support is provided for older people to 
help reduce health related and social 
issues. 

Guiding Principles 

Guiding Principle 1 – 
Planning For Place. 
We will target 
resources where they 
are needed the most 
to reduce 
disadvantage cause by 
socio-economic 
inequality.   

          

 
The Guiding Principles are likely to have a minor impact on population and 
human health, primarily through the allocation and targeting of resources 
towards areas of deprivation, ensuring best value for services and function 
from all partners, meeting the needs of each population groups and individual 
communities.  In addition to this, Guiding Principle 2 will ensure that the 
Council and other Community Planning Partners strive for sustainability and 
consider the long term implications of our decision-making on the 
environment.  This will lead to a number of positive impacts for all 
environmental factors.  However, the Guiding Principles themselves do not 

Guiding Principle 2 – 
Sustainability.           



 

We will strive to 
ensure a better 
quality of life for 
everyone, for present 
and future 
generations, by 
recognising the needs 
of all; protecting our 
environment and 
building resilience to 
a changing climate; 
using our natural 
resources prudently; 
and considering the 
long term 
implications of our 
decisions. 

 

contain any detailed level of planned actions, only a list of proposed areas of 
activity.  The Council is of the opinion that there is not enough detail in the 
LOIP, as a whole, to be able to assess the likely significant environmental 
effects of any proposed activities.   
  
The Council intends to focus on lower-tier PPS (and their corresponding SEA) 
to deliver and take action to realise the LOIP - Guiding Principles. This will 
ensure that environmental considerations are integrated into the production 
of PPS at the most effective development stage.  Therefore, the Council 
intends to target the more detailed Local Outcome Action Plans and individual 
area-specific Locality Plans from an SEA perspective.  In addition to this the 
Council has existing policy documents or has emerging strategic documents 
which would deliver each of the LOIP components and these have either been 
through the SEA process individually or will be considered for SEA during the 
lifespan of the LOIP.  A few key examples of this are the Councils new 
Sustainability and Climate Change Framework which represents and delivers 
the LOIPs ‘Sustainability’ guiding principle and 'Planning for Place' guiding 
principle which is similarly delivered through the Local Development Plan and 
Design and Placemaking Supplementary Guidance.   
 

Guiding Principle 3 -  
Fair and Equitable 
Delivery of Public 
Services. We will plan 
and deliver services 
which account for the 
different needs of 
population groups 
who share a 
characteristic 
protected by the 
Equality Act.  

          

Guiding Principle 4 – 
Prevention and Early 
Intervention We will 
put resources where 
they can have the 
most impact with the 

          



 

aim of improving 
resilience and 
preventing poorer 
outcomes before they 
arise. 
Guiding Principle 5 – 
Coproduction and 
Engagement. We will 
continuously strive to 
understand the 
different needs of our 
communities, 
involving them in the 
design and delivery of 
services, and building 
their capacity to do so. 

          

Guiding Principle 6 – 
Evidence-based 
Strategic Planning. 
We will share data to 
inform robust and 
transparent decision 
making; planning and 
evaluating our impact 
in partnership and 
implementing 
improvement 
practices. 

          

Guiding Principle 7 – 
Best Value. We will 
endeavour to maintain 
an appropriate 
balance between the 
quality of the 
performance of our 

          



 

 

functions, the cost of 
that performance; and 
the cost to persons of 
any service provided. 
In maintaining that 
balance, the 
partnership shall have 
regard to efficiency, 
effectiveness and 
economy. 

STEP 4 –  STATEMENT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SCREENING 

    

Summary of interactions with the environment 
and statement of the findings of the Screening: 
(Including an outline of the likely significance of any 
interactions, positive or negative, and explanation of 
conclusion of the screening exercise.)  

The LOIP covers only the Community Planning Partnership's own strategic priorities as above, and does not 
contain any detail of planned actions. The Council is of the opinion that there is not enough detail in the 
LOIP to be able to assess the likely significant environmental effects of any proposed activities, and SEA of 
this particular plan would not be a productive exercise.   
  
As detailed in Step 3, the Council intends to focus on lower-tier PPS (and their corresponding SEA) to 
deliver and take action to realise the LOIP - Local Outcomes and Guiding Principles. This will ensure that 
SEA has been integrated into the production of PPS at the most effective development stage and result in 
a much more productive exercise.  Therefore, the Council intends to target the more detailed Local 
Outcome Action Plans and individual area-specific Locality Plans from an SEA perspective.  In addition to 
this the Council has existing policy documents or has emerging strategic documents which would deliver 
each of the LOIP components and these have either been put through the SEA process individually or will 
be considered for SEA during the lifespan of the LOIP.   
 
Therefore it has been determined that, under Section 5(3) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 
2005, a full SEA is not required. 

  
When completed send to: SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or to the SEA Gateway, Scottish Government, Area 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. 
  

mailto:SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


 



 



 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Our ref: PCS/151915 

SG ref: SEA/01255/Scr 

 
Lauren Hollas 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 
Sustainability Policy Team 
Place, Neighbourhood and Corporate Assets Directorate 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XQ 
  
By email only to: SEA_Gateway@gov.scot 

If telephoning ask for: 
Simon Watt 
 
 
 
 
 
09 March 2017 

 
Dear Madam 
 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
Local Outcomes Improvement Plan - Screening Report 
 

Thank you for your Screening Report consultation which SEPA received via the Scottish Government SEA Gateway on 
06 March 2017. 
 
In accordance with Section 9(3) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 we have considered your 
screening report using the criteria set out in Schedule 2 for determining the likely significance of effects on the 
environment. Having reviewed the Screening Report, we consider that in respect of our main areas of interest (air, 
water, soil, human health, material assets (of which we have a specific interest in waste) and climatic factors) the plan is 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects. Although we are of the view that significant environmental effects are 
not likely, it is for the East Dunbartonshire Council as Responsible Authority to make a formal determination taking into 
account the consultation responses received. 
 
If it is formally determined that SEA is required, you will be aware that the next stage requires the Responsible Authority 
to consult the Consultation Authorities on the proposed scope and level of detail to be included within the Environmental 
Report. This can be undertaken through preparation of a concise Scoping Report. We would encourage you to use the 
scoping process to focus the assessment on those SEA issues upon which there are likely to be significant 
environmental effects, to outline the baseline information you consider as most relevant and explain your proposed 
method of assessment. To assist with this process we have produced SEA topic guidance for those issues which fall 
within our remit. Further information on scoping can be found in the Scottish Government SEA Guidance (sections 3.4 to 
3.8 in particular). 
 
We are committed to providing early and focused advice and supporting continuous engagement and therefore if it is 
determined that SEA is required we would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and discuss these issues prior to 
the formal consultation.  
 
Should you wish to discuss this screening consultation please do not hesitate to contact me on 01698 839 000 or via our 
SEA Gateway at sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Simon Watt 
Senior Planning Officer 
Planning Service 
 
Ecopy: sea.gateway@hes.scot; sea_gateway@snh.gov.uk  

mailto:SEA_Gateway@gov.scot
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/land/planning/strategic-environmental-assessment/
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2013/08/3355
mailto:sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk
mailto:sea.gateway@hes.scot
mailto:sea_gateway@snh.gov.uk

