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Introduction & Context Section 1 

The Myrtle Avenue site comprises the existing Lenzie Academy, which remains East Dunbartonshire’s 
only legacy secondary school and has been identified by Officers as a strategic priority for renewal 
through the Council’s Capital Investment Plan. Within the Lenzie Academy Strategic Education Brief, 
published in May 2022, it is identified that the current facilities in the building do not support the 
modern, vibrant and inclusive vision Lenzie Academy has for its community, particularly as the building 
is now dated, having been established in 1960, and is too small to accommodate the current school roll. 
As such, a new Lenzie Academy is required. The Whitegates Park site was selected to accommodate the 
new Lenzie Academy following a comprehensive site selection process, which was approved by Council 
in September 2022. 

Proposed Lenzie Academy at Whitegates Park 

Following the public consultation events in June 2025 and October 2025, the design for the proposed 
Lenzie Academy at Whitegates Park has now reached the conclusion of RIBA Design Stage 3 with a 
report to Council in December 2025, which provided a summary of the design outputs of the pre-
construction process to date; an update on the total estimated development cost for the project 
including a profiled funding model; an update on key risks; and a summary of next steps and key 
remaining milestones in the project programme. A planning application was submitted in mid-February 
2026. Any comments in relation to the proposed Whitegates Park planning application should now be 
directed to the Planning Authority. 

Updated Planning Strategy and Proposed Works at Myrtle Avenue 

Following the Planning Authority’s formal pre-application consultation advice in November 2025, 
and both the Planning Authority and the Council’s Assets and Facilities Service seeking separate 
independent legal advice, it was considered appropriate that two separate major planning applications 
will be required – one for the proposed new Lenzie Academy at Whitegates Park and one for the 
proposed works at Myrtle Avenue. This approach is to ensure the strategy for consenting the off-site 
proposals at Myrtle Avenue is legally sound and in accordance with legislative requirements. 

A Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) was submitted to the Planning Authority on 30 January 2026 
(reference: TP/ED/26/0052), which outlines the pre-application consultation to be undertaken and 
notifies the Planning Authority of the Council’s intention to submit a detailed Major Planning Application 
for the proposed works at Myrtle Avenue, likely to be submitted in Q2 2026. 

The proposed development at Myrtle Avenue will provide essential off-site mitigation measures in 
relation to the Whitegates Park proposals, including the provision of open space (given the loss of the 
‘Public Parks and Gardens’ typology at Whitegates Park) and to achieve biodiversity enhancements 
across both sites (Myrtle Avenue and Whitegates Park).   

During the pre-application consultation period for the proposed Lenzie Academy at Whitegates Park, 
held in June 2025 and October 2025, the community was consulted on the initial Myrtle Avenue 
proposals, and the community’s preference for either retaining an indoor community sports facility on 
the site through the refurbishment of the existing Sports Hall and changing accommodation, or for the 
demolition of the former school buildings in full. The former option was selected as the preference. 
This preferred option has formed the basis of proposals being shared at this consultation event.   

The purpose of this public exhibition is to present the updated proposals which have been amended 
following the first public exhibition held on 26 February 2026 and seek further feedback from the 
community, which will then be considered when preparing the plans and documents to be submitted 
with the planning application. 

It is the intention of the Planning Authority to determine both planning applications at the same Planning 
Committee Board to ensure due consideration is given to the off-site mitigation proposals at Myrtle 
Avenue, which are required to demonstrate planning policy compliance for the new school proposals at 
Whitegates Park. 

Legends:

                            Proposed Application Site Boundary – Myrtle Avenue 
Whitegates Park 

Aerial view of Lenzie and surrounding area highlighting site boundary of Myrtle Avenue and Whitegates Park 
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Site Overview Section 2 

The Myrtle Avenue site is approximately 4.09 hectares in area and currently comprises Lenzie Academy. 

The site primarily contains a two storey school building and sports hall in the northern edge of the site, 
and synthetic football and rugby pitches at the southern end of the site. 

The site includes some grassland, and a number of hedges or trees around the perimeter. 

The site can be accessed from Elm Avenue to the north, Larch Avenue to the west, and Myrtle Avenue 
to the south. The surrounding area is residential use in nature. 

The existing building presents many challenges, where curriculum adjacencies do not support 
collaborative working and provide no flexibility or opportunity to collaborate for a range of learning 
activities. The movement on site and internally, sizes and daylight levels of the classrooms fail to 
promote well-being of the users. The fabric of the building is well worn, provides poor acoustic 
separation and demands higher maintenance. In addition, both pupils and teachers experience issues 
with the ICT, which has a significant impact on how the school operates and on what it can offer to the 
wider school community. While Lenzie Academy manages around these issues to deliver high quality 
teaching and learning, the current facilities do not support the modern, vibrant and inclusive vision 
Lenzie Academy has for its community. 

Photograph of Lenzie Academy Aerial view of the proposed site at Myrtle Avenue highlighting existing site constraints 
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Planning Context Section 3 

The Local Development Plan comprises National Planning Framework 4, adopted February 2023 and the East Dunbartonshire Local Development Plan 2 (LDP2), adopted in November 
2022. 

On the LDP2 Policy Map, the site is subject to a ‘Townscape Protection Area’ (LDP2 Policy 19) designation, apart from the building on the eastern site edge, which is in a Conservation 
Area (LDP2 Policy 19). The football and rugby pitches are also designated as ‘LDP2 Policy 13 – Outdoor Pitch’. 

Compliance with the relevant development plan policies will be fully considered and addressed within the planning application submission. 

The Myrtle Avenue site forms a key part of the planning strategy in relation to the proposal to build a replacement Lenzie Academy on the Whitegates Park site, which is subject to a 
planning application submitted in February 2026. It is recognised that LDP2 Policy 13 (Community Facilities and Open Space) states that for proposals resulting in the loss of existing 
outdoor sports facilities and useable open space (applicable to Whitegates Park), suitable replacement and enhanced facilities are to be provided in a location that is convenient and 
accessible for users. In this regard, it is proposed that offsite mitigation measures are delivered at the Myrtle Avenue site. A planning application will therefore be submitted in Q2 
2026 for the demolition of the existing Lenzie Academy main school building, proposed redevelopment of existing school site to create new parkland, open space, sport, recreational, 
woodland and wetland areas, including refurbishment of existing sports hall and associated works. 

Furthermore, the Myrtle Avenue proposals are necessary in order to deliver off-site biodiversity enhancements as required by NPF4 Policy 3 (Biodiversity), given that this cannot be 
achieved as part of the Whitegates Park development proposals alone. 

If planning permission is granted for the Whitegates Park and Myrtle Avenue development proposals, it is likely that a condition will be attached to the Whitegates Park site Decision 
Notice which requires the Myrtle Avenue development to be implemented within a specific timeframe of the new Lenzie Academy at Whitegates Park becoming operational. This will 
ensure that the proposed development at Myrtle Avenue is delivered. 

Cover page for NPF4 document Cover page for LDP document 
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Section 4 Design Evolution – Site Layout Displayed at 1st Exhibition 

The site plan on this board was presented at the first public exhibition on 26 February 2026. Following 
feedback received during and after this public exhibition, in addition to initial feedback received from 
the East Dunbartonshire Council Planning, Sustainability, Biodiversity and Land Planning Policy Teams, 
the design has evolved. The feedback received has been fully considered and has informed the updated 
proposals, with suggestions incorporated where possible and appropriate. The changes made and the 
updated draft design are presented on Board 5 (Proposed Development – Site Layout). 

The daft plan presented at the public exhibition on 26 February proposed the following: 

• Mix of habitats including wetland, species-rich grassland, scrub, woodland, and trees to enhance and 
optimise biodiversity opportunities 

• Reduced car park with accessible parking near the sports hall 

• Network of footpaths with seating and bins throughout 

• Central pond with boardwalk 

• Retained and new hedgerows around the park boundary to ensure a good framework and sense of 
place 

Woodland with 
woodland floral 
species below Existing sport 

hall retained and 
enhanced 

Sports 
hall car park 

Wet woodland 

Wetland 

Native scrub 
woodland 

• Adventure play area and nature play space with elements and play features to suit a range of ages and 
abilities 

• Grassed mounds and informal football pitch 

• Lighting for accessibility and safety to primary park routes. Lower level lighting elsewhere to reduce 
impacts on night-time foraging wildlife 

Adventure 
play 

Scrub Eco-species 
rich grass 

Pond 

• Open grass area for community events with wildflower edges 

• Orchard comprising local orchard species with meadow grass below 
Scrub 

• Enhanced existing woodland and new tree planting. 
Wildflower 

meadow 

Scrub 
Scrub 

Native scrub 
woodland 

Informal sports pitch Community events Community events Native orchard 

Play boulders 

Pond boardwalk Shared cycle track/footpath 

Play equipment Insect hotels Adventure play Nature play 

Wildflower meadow Pond 

Examples of proposed landscaping 

Neutral grassland Informal football pitch, to 
with fringe of longer follow dimensions and 

grass around area of existing pitch 

Native species orchard with long neutral 
longer neutral grass below grassland 

1st Consultation Event Site Layout 
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Proposed Developement - Revised Site Layout Section 5 

A detailed planning application will be submitted in Q2 2026 for the demolition 
of the existing Lenzie Academy main school building and development of the site 
to create new parkland, open space, sport, recreational, woodland and wetland 
areas, including refurbishment of existing sports hall and associated works. 

The draft proposals for this site, as illustrated on the draft plan are as follows: 
• Remove school buildings except for the existing sports hall 
• Refurbish the existing sports hall 
• Provide hardstanding areas for pedestrian access 
• Remove synthetic playing pitches and replace with neutral grassland (TBC). 

Please refer to the feedback forms to have your say on this matter 
• Incorporate a pond and wetland area 
• Incorporate a mix of native and ornamental tree, scrub, shrub and grass species 

to create a variety of ecological habitats 
• Provide a variety of areas for informal play and recreation including the 

replacement of the informal football pitch at Whitegates Park. 

The landscape proposals aim to create a welcoming and lively space for the 
community, whilst replacing habitats that would be lost at the Whitegates Park 
site, including wetland, species-rich grassland, native scrub, wet woodland, native 
woodland, and individual trees. The dual aims seek to restore ecological value 
whilst creating an attractive public space. 

The reduced car park will continue to serve visitors, with disabled parking bays 
relocated closer to the retained sports hall. A network of footpaths will link the 
different areas of the site, with seats and benches placed along the routes so 
people can rest and enjoy the surroundings. Bins will also be provided to help keep 
the park tidy. 

A new pond with a boardwalk will form a feature, providing a home for water-
loving plants and wildlife and adding movement and life to the landscape. Existing 
perimeter hedges will be kept and new ones planted to enhance the park’s 
boundary. 

The park will include an adventure play area with timber-style equipment for 
a range of ages and abilities, as well as a nature play area that encourages 
imaginative outdoor play. Grassed mounds will add interest to the terrain, and an 
informal football pitch will follow the size and position of the current pitch. 

Lighting will help keep the park accessible and safe during darker hours. An open 
grassland area will provide space for community events, with a fringe of longer 
grass to support insects and wildflowers. A native species orchard, with a meadow 
flower understorey, will bring seasonal colour and wildlife interest. Existing 
woodland will be improved, and new woodland and individual trees will be planted 
to create shade, shelter, and a richer natural setting. 

Material relocation from Whitegates Park to Myrtle Avenue: 

While moving large, mature trees may not be practical in terms of cost or 
feasibility, smaller scrub and shrubs could be carefully transplanted. Felled trees 
could also be reused on site as natural habitat features, providing nesting and 
shelter opportunities for pollinators and other wildlife, particularly in quieter, 
more secluded areas of the park. All measures would depend on suitable storage 
arrangements during the interim period and timing of site handover. 

Circular economy and reuse of school demolition materials: 

Materials from the school demolition, such as crushed brick, rubble, and cladding, 
could be reused within the new park. Subject to meeting engineers’ specifications, 
crushed materials may form part of the sub-base for new footpaths. In more 
secluded areas, such as the eastern woodland edge, selected materials could also 
be used to create habitats for invertebrates and other small species, away from 
areas of regular public activity. 

Wood and metal salvaged from the demolition could be repurposed into 
practical and attractive park features, including benches, cycle stands, and 
wildlife boxes for birds and hedgehogs. This approach supports a circular 
economy by reducing waste while adding character and ecological value to the 
site. 

Key changes following the first public consultation event: 

• New diagonal path providing fire tender access added to neutral grassland area 
• Perimeter fencing (no gates) added to informal grass football pitch 
• Orchard relocated following EDC planning authority feedback with the 

suggestion that this northeast area would improve the location as a community 
asset 

• Increased scrub and tree planting along the southern boundary to improve 
screening while minimising shading 

• Footpath widths reduced at the request of EDC planning authority. 
• Car park layout revised (final numbers still to be confirmed) 
• Improved visual connection between the north and south areas to create a 

more unified park layout 
• Lighting limited to the central route and main east–west path, keeping other 

areas darker to support wildlife (with potential for lower-level lighting to be 
reviewed) 

• Potential to retain existing synthetic grass rugby pitch being considered. Please 
refer to feedback forms to have your say on this matter. 

Native scrub 
Woodland with woodland 
woodland floral 
species below Existing sport 

hall retained and 
Sports hall 

car park 
enhanced 

Wet woodland 

Wetland 

Native species Pond 
orchard with 

longer neutral grass 
below Scrub Eco-species 

rich grass 
Informal, grass 
amphitheatre 

Scrub 
Adventure 

play 
Native scrub 

Wildflower woodland 

meadow 
Scrub 

Scrub 

Informal football pitch, to 
follow dimensions and 

area of existing pitch defined by 
fencing 

Neutral grassland 
with fringe of longer 

grass around 

Native species shrub and trees 
for screening and separation to 

south boundary 

Long Neutral 
grassland 

Revised Site Layout - subject to change 
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Proposed Developement - Refurbished Sports Hall 

As presented during the first Whitegates Park public consultation event on 12 June 2025, two options 
were considered for the existing Lenzie Academy site: 

1. Full demolition of all existing school buildings with the entire site redeveloped as outdoor space, or 

2. Retention and refurbishment of one existing sports pavilion for community use, alongside open-
space development across the remainder of the site. 

The consultation results showed clear support for retaining the Sports Hall; therefore, this application is 
based on that principle. 

The refurbishment of the existing Sports Hall includes reconfiguration of the internal spaces to 
transform the pavilion into a suitable community facility. The proposals are still at an early stage of 
design, and we are committed to ongoing engagement with the local community to help shape the 
facility. We welcome feedback to better understand the types of lets and activities residents would like 
to see accommodated within the building. Consultation is currently underway with East Dunbartonshire 
Leisure & Culture Trust to ensure the developing design reflects operational requirements and local 
needs. As this process continues, the proposed floor plan and internal layout remain subject to change. 

Externally, the works include replacing all rainwater goods, subject to confirmation on capacity 
requirements, replacing the plant room and fire escape doors, replacing entrance doors, removing roller 
shutters, carrying out repairs noted in the architecture fabric report such as repointing and rectifying 
damaged elements, repairing or removing the low-level landscape brick walls, whilst retaining the 
existing roof and external wall construction. 

Internally, the refurbishment will include painting and decorating throughout, sanding and recoating the 
existing sports hall floor with new line markings, replacing all other floor finishes, replacing all ceilings, 
retaining exposed internal brickwork where feasible, retaining existing internal doors where possible 
though most are expected to be replaced, replacing all internal glazed screens, and renewing all fixed 
furniture and equipment including toilet cubicles, changing room benches and storage or office fittings. 

A full replacement of Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) services is anticipated as part of the 
works. 

Section 6 

Games Hall (3 badminton 
courts) 
496 m² 

View of existing Sports Hall - West Side 

lockers 

All -Gender Ch. with Store shower Acc Changing with shower 7 m² Showers 4 m² 6 m² 
5 m² circ 

water 18 m² 
fountain 

Female WC vanity with hair dryers Female WC Female WC Female WC 
3 m² 3 m² 2 m² 3 m² 

Store The building will be operated by East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Trust, with bookings lo
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s 

IVS lo
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s 

changing benc h 

4 m² 
23 m² 

changing cubicles 

managed through the same system used for other East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture facilities, circ Plant Cl Store Male WC 
6 m² 20 m² 3 m² 2 m² including Allander Leisure Centre, Kirkintilloch Leisure Centre and The Leisuredrome. 

Operating hours are still to be confirmed; however, they are anticipated to be approximately 3:30pm to 
9:00pm for Monday - Friday and 9:00am to 5:00pm for the weekends. Please note that final operating 

4 m² ACC toilet 
5 m² Male WC Male WC Male WC 

Female WC 2 m² 2 m² 2 m² 

lo
ck

er
s 
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ck

er
s Male Changing Room 

32 m² 

lockers 

Family Room + Baby Ch 

2 m² Female Changing Room 
33 m² 

changing cubicles times will be subject to any planning and Environmental Health requirements or restrictions. tea prep area office storage and wall mounted high level IT comms First Aid info tv screen IVS 
7 m² 4 m² 

The feedback forms for the first public exhibition held on 26 February included questions in relation to Office 
20 m² 

the design and use of the sports hall, and what activities it could cater for. The feedback received will 
Staff WC + WHB re

ce
pt

io
n 

de
sk

 

vanity with hair dryers lo
ck

er
s changing benc h 

Entrance 
24 m² Showers 3 m² be used to help inform the use of the hall, which will be confirmed as part of the planning application. 5 m² 

Acc Changing with shower 
7 m² 

Staff Shower StaffToilet 
2 m² 3 m² 

The sports hall will be used for multi sport use such as badminton, volleyball, pickle ball and netball. lockers 

Other activities are being likely considered such as gymnastics and community lets. 
View of existing Sports Hall - Front Draught lobby 

5 m² 

Proposed Floor Plan - subject to change 

1 Level 00 - Existing Floorplan 
1 : 100 View of existing Sports Hall - indoor courts View of existing Sports Hall - East Side Existing Floor Plan 
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Environmental and Technical Considerations Section 7 

EIA Screening 

A Screening Opinion request was submitted to the Council in February 2026, outlining the purpose and 
potential environmental effects of the proposed development. This EIA screening request took into 
account both the Whitegates Park and Myrtle Avenue proposals when assessing the cumulative likely 
significant effects on the environment. 

The Local Planning Authority issued its formal response on 12 March 2026, confirming that the proposal 
is unlikely to result in significant environmental effects and that an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) is not required. 

The planning application will be supported by a number of environmental and technical related reports, 
as identified on Board 9 (Next Steps). 

Transport 

The redeveloped site will attract recreational users, and users of the sports facility. It is expected 
that most recreational users will walk or cycle from surrounding residential areas. Some users of the 
sports facilities may come from further afield, currently 10 parking spaces are allowed for, including 3 
accessible bays. 

Pedestrian and cycle access will be provided from Elm Avenue, Larch Avenue and Myrte Avenue, with 
internal footpaths linking all three access points. 

The vehicle access from Elm Avenue will be retained, with parking provided close to the sports facility. 

A Transport Statement will accompany the planning application. This will focus on: 
• The traffic impacts during the demolition and construction stages.  The focus will be on the safe 

management of construction vehicles, and minimising any impacts/disruption to local residents 
• The design of pedestrian, cycle and vehicle entrances into the site 
• Promoting ‘Access for all’ 
• Ensuring that suitable levels of car and cycle parking is provided within the site. 

Noise 

Acoustic consultants Sandy Brown have been engaged to provide acoustic design advice for the project. 

As the school is being demolished and relocated, noise associated with the school (playground noise, 
drop-off and pick-up traffic, deliveries etc.) will cease. 

The site currently includes an synthetic grass football and rugby pitches. The draft proposals include 
the removal of the synthetic grass rugby (TBC) and football pitches, and the provision of a variety of 
planting and habitat types, including neutral grassland for informal recreation, with an informal football 
pitch. The natural grass football pitch is proposed to have the same dimensions and area as the existing 
synthetic pitch. There is little difference between the noise created by grass and synthetic pitches 
because the noise tends to be due to players’ voices and shouting, rather than the ball rolling on the 
playing surface. The noise levels at the houses are therefore expected to be similar in the future, and 
the hedge boundary is to remain in place with new scrub and tree planting which will further assist with 
mitigation noise levels. 

A small adventure play area is proposed to the north of the pitch. The main playing elements are in the 
centre of the area and are therefore not too close to the houses. 

Some new external building services plant is proposed as part of the sports building upgrades. This 
is proposed to the west of the existing sports building. Noise from the proposed plant will need to 
meet the requirements of the East Dunbartonshire Council environmental health department at the 
closest dwellings. An environmental noise survey and noise impact assessment will be undertaken at 
RIBA Stage 3 to establish design measures needed to ensure there is no adverse impact on the closest 
dwellings. 

There will inevitably be noise during the demolition and construction stages. The contractor will be 
expected to adopt best practice measures to control noise and vibration and to work only within the 
permissible hours set by the local authority. 

Search location 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency Flooding Map 

Flooding 

Review of the SEPA future flooding maps indicates areas of high, medium and low likelihood of 
surface water and small watercourse flood as indicated on the extract. 

It is expected that these are related to low points within the indicated site. In line with the surface 
water management planning guidance, all overland flow routes for surface water will be managed 
and contained within the site boundary in the permanent design proposals so that it does not pose 
a risk to the neighbouring properties. 

Ecology 

Mature trees in the north-west and east of the Myrtle Avenue site are of local ecological value, 
providing features that may be used by roosting bats and nesting and roosting birds, and 
supporting a range of other species through the provision of habitat, food and shelter. Trees 
make an important contribution to biodiversity and habitat connectivity within the site and the 
surrounding local urban ecosystem. These trees will be retained, and their immediate environment 
enhanced. 

The remaining habitats at Myrtle Avenue are off site, or lower, ecological value. 

Areas of native habitat will be created at Myrtle Avenue, including woodland, scrub, grassland 
and wetland, and individual trees will be planted. These will represent a significant ecological 
enhancement to the existing habitats at Myrtle Avenue and will contribute positively to biodiversity 
and habitat connectivity in the local area. They will also help offset residual impacts to habitats and 
trees at Whitegates Park arising from land take associated with construction of the new secondary 
school. 

Ecological enhancements at Myrtle Avenue will also extend to species.  Lenzie Academy has 
moderate potential to support roosting bats and, although none were recorded during surveys, 
provision will be made through the installation of bat boxes.  Nest boxes will also be installed for 
breeding birds, particularly urban species of conservation concern such as house sparrow and 
starling.  Boxes will be installed on the retained Sports Hall and in trees. 

The proposed habitat enhancements at Myrtle Avenue will further increase the availability of 
foraging habitat for bats and birds, while also providing additional food resources and shelter for 
other fauna including invertebrates and amphibians. 

A Habitat Management Plan (HMP) incorporating both Myrtle Avenue and Whitegates Park will 
ensure that retained and created habitats across both sites will be managed to maintain an 
enhanced ecological condition.  
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First Public Exhibition Event Feedback Section 8 

Introduction Frequently Asked Questions 

The first Public Exhibition was held on 26 February 2026 at Lenzie Academy, Myrtle Avenue, Lenzie, Please find below frequently asked questions and comments and our response to these. These have been compiled in order to address the concerns and queries received. 
and there were 145 attendees. 

A number of consultation boards were on display at this event, covering matters such as project 
background, the proposed development, planning policy context and environmental / technical 
considerations. 

Consultation Feedback Results 

There was an opportunity for members of the public to leave feedback on the draft proposals via a 
feedback form (hard copy or online), or via email or by post. 

A total of 70 paper feedback forms were returned at the event and 103 further forms were completed 
online. One feedback form was received via post. This amounted to a total of 174 feedback forms 
received. 

Two emails were also received, which provided comments but did not contain a completed feedback 
form. 

The feedback form included a question regarding whether 
the proposed development design was supported or not. 171 
out of 174 respondents answered this question, and the results 
are illustrated in the pie chart below, which is based on the 171 
answers received. 

This demonstrates that a total of 26% either fully or broadly 
support the proposed development design, 68% do not support 

it, and 6% are undecided. 

FULLY 
SUPPORT 

11% 

BROADLY 
SUPPORT 

15% 

DON'T SUPPORT 
68% 

UNDECIDED 
6% 

Positive Feedback Received 

Following a review of feedback received via the feedback forms and emails received or during the 
public exhibition, positive aspects of the proposed development were noted as being: 
• The retention of the existing sports hall 
• The provision of sports, recreational and play facilities 
• The provision of a new public greenspace 
• The proposed biodiversity enhancement measures 
• The site layout and design, which is sympathetic to the surrounding uses 

• That the site will not be developed for housing. 

Response to Feedback from 1st Public Exhibition 

A number of recurring concerns and queries were raised in relation to the following topics, either via the 
feedback forms, emails or during the public exhibition: 
• Loss of existing rugby pitch 
• Impacts on residential amenity 
• Use, staffing and opening times of the park and sports hall 
• Environmental impacts 

• Concerns that the site will instead be developed for housing. 

The comments and queries received are addressed via the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section below. 
Aspects of the proposed layout and design have also been updated to address some concerns. 

Any further feedback received via the second public exhibition will be fully considered and may inform 
further revisions to the proposed development where appropriate. 

Question / Comment Response 

Why isn’t either the existing The existing rugby and football pitches will be replaced at the new Lenzie Academy site on Whitegates Park (if planning permission is granted). 
synthetic rugby or football pitch The proposed plan presented at the 1st public exhibition on 26 February included the provision of an informal grass football pitch. This was proposed to replace the 
being retained as part of the existing informal grass pitch at Whitegates Park, in order to retain the overall playing capacity in the area, as required by NPF4 Policy 21 (Play, Recreation and Sport). 
Myrtle Avenue proposals? However, it is recognised that the synthetic rugby pitch is an important community facility which is currently well utilised. 

A question has therefore been included on the feedback forms (for this second event) which asks whether the existing synthetic pitch should be retained as part of the 
proposals.  
Depending on the feedback received, and subject to planning requirements, there is a possibility that the synthetic rugby pitch will be retained rather than replaced with 
an informal grass football pitch. 
The final proposals in this respect will be confirmed as part of the planning application submission, which is scheduled for Q2 2026. 

Concern that the proposed The park has been designed to ensure that the opportunity for anti-social behaviour is limited. This includes the following measures: 
development will result in anti- 1 - The park still retains passive surveillance from neighbouring properties. 
social behaviour in the new park. 2 - Active use of the pitch area, sports hall and car park will also provide some passive surveillance.. 

3 - There is lighting proposed within the park. 
4 - There are no covered structures which would encourage gathering of groups of people. 
5 - The path routes and arrangement of main features ensure good line of sight. 

Will the proposed pitch be 
fenced to ensure that footballs 
etc. do not land in nearby 
gardens or damage properties? 

As is shown on the proposed draft Site Layout Plan (Board 5), a fence around all sides of the pitch is now proposed. The gates will be left open to ensure compliance 
with like for like access to the current grass pitch at Whitegates Park. 

Will the pond be fenced for 
safety purposes? 

This is still to be confirmed. It will be confirmed following pre-application consultation discussions with the Planning Authority. 

When will the sports hall be 
open? 

Operating hours are still to be confirmed; however, they are anticipated to be approximately 3:30pm to 9:00pm for Monday-Friday and 9:00am to 5:00pm for the 
weekends. 
There is a question on the feedback form which asks at what times people would want to use the sports hall. The results of this feedback will help inform the sports hall 
opening hours. 
Please note that final operating times will be subject to any Planning and Environmental Health requirements or restrictions. 

Will the sports hall be staffed? Yes. The sports hall will be staffed during operational hours. 

Will the park be staffed? No. As per the existing Whitegates Park, there would be no staff present within the park. 

When would the proposed park 
be open? 

The park would remain open and accessible at all times, as per the existing Whitegates Park. 

How have the proposed car The draft car parking provision has been calculated in accordance with the Council’s current parking standards. Further pre-application discussions will however be 
parking space numbers been undertaken with the Council in relation to the required parking provision, and this will be confirmed as part of the planning application submission, which is scheduled 
arrived at? for Q2 2026. 

Given the site’s location, it is also anticipated that many people will walk or cycle to the site from surrounding areas. 
Concerns that the site will The proposed development at Myrtle Avenue is required in order to provide off-site mitigation measures from an open space and biodiversity enhancement perspective 
instead be developed for in relation to the proposed development at Whitegates Park. This is required in order to comply with a number of planning policies; as such, there are no plans to 
housing. develop housing on this site as part of this planning application. 

A condition will be attached to the Whitegates Park planning permission (if approved) which requires the Myrtle Avenue proposals (if approved) to be implemented 
within a specific timeframe of the new Lenzie Academy becoming operational. Planning has yet to formally advise us on how the planning applications will be linked. 

Is the proposed development 
compliant with the Development 
Plan (Planning Policy)? 

As stated above, the proposed development (at Myrtle Avenue) is required in order to provide off-site mitigation measures in order to accord with a number of planning 
policies. 
Compliance with the relevant Development Plan policies will be fully considered and addressed within the planning application submission. 

Concern that the development 
will not compensate for the loss 
of biodiversity at Whitegates 
Park. 

Extensive dialogue has taken place with the Project Ecologists in order to assess the overall biodiversity enhancement. Compensation measures to address significant 
residual effects at Whitegates Park comprise the creation of replacement habitat at Myrtle Avenue and the enhancement and management of retained habitats at 
both Whitegates Park and Myrtle Avenue. These measures are intended to offset biodiversity losses at Whitegates Park where avoidance and mitigation have not fully 
addressed the impacts. 
In terms of species richness, the proposed compensation is expected to be effective; however, replacement of fully functioning habitats such as mature native 
woodland and wetland will require a much longer timeframe. Appropriate long-term management will be secured through a Habitat Management Plan (HMP), initially 
implemented for 30 years. With regular review and scope for extension, these habitats are expected to establish and improve in condition over time, with potential to 
deliver a biodiversity enhancement in the longer term, particularly given that some existing habitats at Whitegates Park are currently in suboptimal condition. 

Concerns that flooding issues 
will be exacerbated by the 
proposed development. 

Review of the SEPA future flooding maps indicates areas of high, medium and low likelihood of surface water and small watercourse flood as indicated on the extract. 
It is expected that these are related to low points within the site. In line with the surface water management planning guidance, all overland flow routes for indicated 
surface water will be managed and contained within the site boundary in the permanent design proposals so that it does not pose a risk to the neighbouring properties. 



East Dunbartonshire Council 
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Next Steps Section 9 

What happens next: 

• We hope that you have found the exhibition helpful. 

• We would be grateful if you could complete a feedback form to ensure that your views are recorded and can be considered as the proposals are 
further developed. 

• The Design Team will consider all comments received during the pre-application stage and details of how the proposed development has progressed 
during the consultation process will be set out in the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report which will be submitted with the planning application. 

• Please note that comments made at this stage are made to the prospective applicant only (East Dunbartonshire Capital Projects Team) and are not 
formal representations to East Dunbartonshire Council as Planning Authority. Once a subsequent planning application is submitted, there will be a 
further opportunity to make formal representations to East Dunbartonshire Council as Planning Authority during the statutory planning determination 
period. 

• Please note that any comments relating to the proposed development at Whitegates Park should be submitted  separately to East Dunbartonshire 
Council. 

Timeline 

February 2026 26 February 2026 25 March 2026 April 2026 

Proposal of 
Application 

Notice 
Submission 

First Public 
Consultation 

Event 

Second Public 
Consultation 

Event 

Planning 
Application 
Submission 

Please scan for more information 

Please leave your completed comments form in the 
box provided or alternatively submit your comments: 

• By email – MyrtleAvenue@Stantec.com 

• Or by post – Stantec, 5th Floor, Lomond House, 9 
George Square, Glasgow, G2 1DY 

• Alternatively, you can complete an online feedback 
form that you will find on EDC’s 
Lenzie Academy Project Page: 
https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/services/a-z-of-
services/primary-secondary-and-earlyyears-
education/secondary-school/lenzie-academy-rebuild/ 

• All comments should be sent to the Project Team by 
Thursday 09 April 2026. 

Supporting Information 
The forthcoming planning application will be supported by a 
range of supporting studies that will individually assess potential 
environmental impacts on their specific topic areas. The final list 
will be agreed with the Planning Authority through pre-application 
discussions, but it is likely that the following supporting 
documentation will be submitted: 

• Planning Statement 

• Design and Access Statement 

• Landscape Report 

• Pre-Application Consultation Report 

• Flood Risk Assessment 

• Drainage Strategy and Design 

• Transport Statement 

• Noise Impact Assessment 

• Phase 1 & 2 Ground Investigation Reports 

• Landscape Management and Maintenance Schedule 

• Historic Environment Desk Based Assessment 

• Tree Survey and Arboricultural Impact Assessment 

• Energy and Sustainability Statement 

• Ecological Impact Assessment 

• Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan 

• Lighting Scheme and Impact Assessment 

• Site Waste Management Plan (Construction Phase) 

• Existing and Proposed Drawings and Plans. 

Project Team 

Client Contractor Project Management Architect Planning Consultant Quantity Surveyor 

MEP & Fire Engineer Acoustic Consultant Civil & Structural Engineer Transport Consultant Landscape Architect 

https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/services/a-z-of
mailto:MyrtleAvenue@Stantec.com



