Evidence Report B: Network Audit
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Throughout 2021 and early 2022, Council officers undertook an audit of the existing network of off-
road, active travel routes in East Dunbartonshire through site visits. This work informed the evidence
reports for the Active Travel Strategy that were approved by PNCA Committee in January 2023.1 In
2026, revisions have been made to ensure that the audit reflects more recent changes to the network
through a combination of verification of the Network Audit with council officers and some limited site
visits.

During the audit, officers recorded the location, surface, features and condition of paths. The following
section details the findings of this process, looking at the current state of the network in East
Dunbartonshire as a whole as well as individual communities. Note that the network’s scale and paths’
nature means that new issues arise regularly and soon after the date of publication this information
will be incomplete. The upcoming Active Travel Strategy (ATS2) will include a proposal for regular
monitoring of East Dunbartonshire’s active travel network.

Methodology

Using the ArcGIS Collector smartphone app, officers from East Dunbartonshire Council walked and
cycled the off-road active travel routes in the area, as well as some paths in neighbouring areas with
connections to and/or areas of particular significance for East Dunbartonshire. The app enables the
auditor to record various features of the paths identified as forming the off-road active travel network.
The features that can be recorded and the aims of recording that information are detailed in the next
section. The Network Audit was verified in 2026 to ensure changes to the network have been
reflected.

Aims

This report gives a general overview of the extent, condition and features of the off-road active travel
network in the different communities of East Dunbartonshire. The data collected from the network
audit will contribute to actions in the forthcoming ATS2 as well as provide information that informs
the ongoing maintenance of the network. The audit returned data in the following areas:

- General comments: this allowed data to be collected about overarching views and any other
concerns an auditor had with a path that didn’t fit any other category.

- Route information: the surface, condition and who can use a route.

- Barriers: any obstacles or obstructions that impede the use of a path including gates, steps
and crossings.

- Cycle parking

- Maintenance issues: potholes, vegetation, root damage, surface/edge damage.

- Signage: signage is recorded as existing, missing or damaged to understand where signage
needs upgraded.

Each area has a table that, drawing from data collected during the network audit, provides a summary
of the local network’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT). The following
sections will look at areas within East Dunbartonshire, their off-road active travel network and provide
information about the condition and features of the routes in those areas.

! Modern Gov - East Dunbartonshire Council
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Bearsden

Bearsden, a town of approximately 28,000 people, is part of Glasgow’s contiguous urban area. It is
served by three train stations (Bearsden, Hillfoot and Westerton) and multiple bus routes. The
foundations of an off-road active travel network exist in Bearsden, though there are notable gaps in
the network and with much of the network being off-road and unlit, the perceived lack of safety in
some parts of the network presents a barrier to its use, particularly in hours of darkness.
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Map of the off-road network of paths in Bearsden

The map above shows that Bearsden’s three rail stations (grey circles on the map) could be better
connected to residential areas by off-road paths.

Bearsden is well-equipped with green spaces in residential areas and these facilitate active travel in
the town, particularly for leisure and exercise. However, the town centre is not well served by active
travel paths. It is dominated by infrastructure for cars and often congested, further deterring cycling
on-road. Like its neighbour Milngavie, Bearsden has a strong foundation for a connected active travel
network but, to serve more everyday journeys rather than leisure, consideration of what modes of
transport are catered for and what locations are being connected is required.

- General comments

Two general comments were recorded about the off-road active travel network in Bearsden. One drew
attention to a sign that, like similar signs in Milngavie, states that cycling is not permitted on the off-
road path. These signs are damaging to efforts to encourage modal shift towards active travel.



- Route information

The route information function in Collector App allows the
auditor to judge who can comfortably use the path and the
path’s condition. The image (right) is a path in Bearsden
that was classified as in fair condition and usable by foot,
bike and wheelchair. It is therefore a useful baseline to set
as an average path in Bearsden, it functions as a path but
clearly could be improved and therefore is judged to be in
fair condition.

A path in fair condition in Bearsden — it could
feasibly be used by walkers, cyclists and wheelers
but clearly the surface could be improved and the
route could be better maintained to ensure
vegetation growth does not present an obstacle to

users.

Hard | Gravel/loose | Grass | Boardwalk | Other
32 11 2 1 1
Very poor | Poor | Fair | Good

3 4 19 20

path. One issue with these types

Pictured (left) is a grass path in fair
condition for walking. It is on the
outskirts of the town and is not an
important route connecting people
to everyday needs. The path
pictured right, on the other hand, is
a good, hard surface path for

walking, cycling and wheeling. Paths

like these, connecting residential

areas and important services (in this

case, a leisure centre and a library),

are important to maintain to ensure

everyone can access and use the

of path is safety. Although lit, the path lacks passive surveillance

and, as a result, will be underused at night and during winter months. It is important to consider the
quality and accessibility of on-road alternatives for when people naturally avoid off-road routes.

Walking

Walking/Cycling | W

alking/Cycling/Wheeling | Cycling

n/a

2

11

6 27 1

1

2 One path in Bearsden (Garscube) was temporarily not accessible due to works therefore no category could be

assigned.
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Bearsden has a high number of paths that are accessible for
walkers, cyclists and wheelchair users. Pictured (left) is
Bears Way, approximately 150 metres from Hillfoot rail
station. It is an important, high-quality segregated
cycleway. As on-road infrastructure, it enhances the
pedestrian experience as traffic is further from the
footway. There are some barriers on the route (discussed
below) and the route fails to connect Hillfoot station and
Milngavie town centre. This means that cyclists must
choose to either cycle on-road amongst traffic or ride on
the pavement (cycling on the pavement contravenes the
Highway Code). Some cyclists lacking confidence riding in
traffic choose to ride on the pavement which, in turn,
impedes pedestrians and wheelchair users. This conflict
was experienced during the network audit and the auditor
considered it noteworthy. There is extensive evidence that
segregated cycle infrastructure in Scotland increases active
travel participation while reducing car use® # > and the Bearsden to Maryhill corridor and Milngavie to
Bearsden corridor have been identified as a top priority connection in SPT’s regional ATS.®

- Barriers

The most common barrier to active travel in Bearsden is steps (15), followed by road crossings (6
uncontrolled and 4 signal controlled at the time of the audit). Also noteworthy are the long wait times
at signal-controlled crossings on Bears Way. To encourage modal shift towards active travel,
infrastructure should facilitate faster, easier and more convenient journeys rather than delay those
who have made a sustainable transport choice.

In some instances, barriers exclude wheelchair i AR -"‘
users from routes and make journeys more .
difficult for cyclists. Two examples are the Jubilee
Path near Hillfoot (pictured left) and the bridge
over the canal near Westerton Station (pictured
right). In both cases, ramps could be retrofitted to
ensure those with impaired mobility can safely use
these important routes.

Finally, on a narrow footway, this barrier (pictured
top left next page) presents a significant obstacle for people wheeling or pushing prams or trolleys. If
a comprehensive network for active travel is to serve the places people want to go in East
Dunbartonshire, obstacles like this must be removed and footways must be made accessible for all.

3 UK Government: Cycling Diversion Factors cited in Scottish Government (2026) Scotland's Climate Change Plan: Annex 2 - Sectoral
Annexes

“ Cycling Scotland (2025) Investment in landmark cycle routes delivering record share of journeys by bike in Scotland | Cycling Scotland see
also Cycling surges as new data shows Glasgow's routes driving record growth - Glasgow City Council

® Walk, Wheel, Cycle Trust: Scotland Walking and Cycling Index

6 SPT (2025) spt_active-travel-strategy-2024-2038.pdf
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When combined with narrow footways, barriers like this between Westerton and
central Bearsden represent significant obstacles to active travel for those with
limited mobility or those carrying loads, pushing prams etc.

- Cycle parking

There is cycle parking at Kessington hub (on A81, pictured above right) and one bike rack in Cluny Park.
There is cycle parking along Bears Way with three racks available at the southbound bus stop adjacent
to Alexander Grove and one rack at the southbound bus stop south of Alexander Grove. There are a
further six cycle racks on the A81 northbound, opposite Hillfoot rail station adjacent to the petrol
station. Cycle stands are also available at each of the rail stations. These are examples of good
integration of sustainable transport modes and the proximity of cycle parking to public transport links.

- Maintenance issues

Compared to other areas there were fewer maintenance issues
recorded in Bearsden. This is due to the urban, well-used nature of the
network but also suggests a degree of inequality of access to high-
quality active travel infrastructure elsewhere in East Dunbartonshire.

Surface damage was the most common recorded maintenance issue.
One instance of each of the following maintenance issues was
recorded: minor, moderate and serious tree root damage; serious
surface damage and a pothole causing moderate damage.

Pictured (above right) is an example of moderate surface damage. It is
moderate as it does not completely impede active travel but if it
continues without maintenance it will exclude users from that path.
Pictured (right) is an example of moderate tree root damage on Jubilee
Path, a strategically important route linking Bearsden town centre, a
nursery and Hillfoot shops, station and residential areas. It is noted that
this path has since been upgraded (2025).




There were at least 45 recorded signs on the off-road active travel
network in Bearsden. The most common were blue signs that direct
people to places of interest and provide estimated journey times for
walking and cycling. In two cases these signs were damaged (one
obscured by leaves and the other bent out of shape, as pictured

right).

Signage

SWOT

Strengths:

Some existing paths in residential areas
form a network, albeit incomplete.

One piece of high-quality, on-road
cycling infrastructure (Bears Way).

High proportion of network accessible
for walking, cycling and wheeling.
Network is well-signed.

Weaknesses:

Lack of routes that connect residential
areas to stations to encourage modal
shift by linking active travel to various
sustainable transport options.

Much of the off-road network is unlit
and the paths that are lit often lack
passive surveillance, meaning they are
perceived as unsafe during hours of
darkness and underused, particularly in
winter months.

The current on-road, segregated cycling
infrastructure only connects to limited
services, amenities and public transport
and does not form a coherent network
like the examples around Scotland
which have achieved high levels of
modal shift.

Opportunities:

Expand existing on-road cycling
infrastructure to create an active travel
route linking services, amenities and
public transport, improve safety,
support modal shift and deliver against
routes in SPT’s regional ATS.

Routes connecting residential areas to
stations would encourage modal shift by
linking active travel to sustainable
transport options.

Threats:

Lack of access leading to groups with
limited mobility needing to use private
cars instead of active travel.

Lack of maintenance leading to
underuse and problems of accessibility
as paths previously accessible to all
become less so due to maintenance
issues.




Bishopbriggs

Bishopbriggs is part of the contiguous Glasgow urban area and has a population of around 24,000
people. Bus and train connections from Bishopbriggs town centre to Glasgow and the central belt are
frequent. As the map below shows, there is a network of active travel routes in Bishopbriggs. Those
routes are concentrated in greenspaces and the rural north of the area. The location and unlit nature
of these routes mean that they are primarily used in daylight hours for recreational purposes rather
than for everyday journeys.

Map of the off-road network of paths in Bishopbriggs

The map of Bishopbriggs’ off-road network of paths shows that many paths serve rural areas north of
the town centre. The Forth and Clyde Canal path which passes Bishopbriggs to the north is part of the
National Cycle Network (route 754). Apart from a path through Bishopbriggs town centre park, which
then follows Bishopbriggs Burn to the Canal, most urban and residential paths are short and limited
in utility if the destination is Bishopbriggs town centre. Despite some coverage of short paths in the
east and south of the area, parts of Auchinairn, particularly areas near the border with Glasgow City
Council, are somewhat isolated from Bishopbriggs due to poor connections and poor pedestrian
environments.

SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes links to Bishopbriggs from Kirkintilloch,
Springburn and Stepps. In addition, a number of active travel routes are proposed as part of the
Westerhill developments (see Evidence Report C).

Auchinairn

Auchinairn is one of East Dunbartonshire’s four local areas identified as requiring a specific local place
plan due to issues of inequality, deprivation and poor access, as measured by the Scottish Index of



Multiple Deprivation. Auchinairn is located next to Bishopbriggs but
lacks direct train services to Glasgow. Whilst in Auchinairn, an auditor
noted the particularly poor condition of pavements connecting
residential areas with key services such as shops, the community hub
and a pharmacy. Pictured (right) is an example of a poor pavement
surface near local amenities in Auchinairn. Pictured (below left) is
another example of hostile pedestrian environments in Auchinairn.
Wheelchair users or people pushing prams will be forced onto the
road and face a lack of dropped kerbs and long crossings. To ensure
equal access to local services and amenities, pedestrian infrastructure
should be assessed and upgraded in East Dunbartonshire.

A constraint of the network audit
process is that, in focusing on the
off-road active travel network, pavements, the most widely used
infrastructure used by walkers, are not considered.

- General comments

There are two routes on the map (both northwest of Bishopbriggs,
near HMP Low Moss) that do not exist.

The southern canal path and the Cadder Loop were both noted to
be in poor condition, overgrown, narrow and muddy in places.

- Route information

Hard Dirt/mud | Gravel/loose | Grass
11 2 4 2
The path pictured (left) is a gravel path for walking, cycling and
wheeling, graded fair. This path is generally fit for purpose.
However, it is signed as the main cycling route from Bishopbriggs to
Glasgow, a purpose for which it is not fit and it is neither the most
direct nor the quickest route. The poor surface in comparison to
main roads and the indirect nature of the route results in cyclists
either using busy, main roads, adding time to their journey or
choosing a less sustainable form of transr;prt.

Very poor | Poor | Fair | Good
1 4 9 5

Pictured (right) is an example of high-quality off-road active travel
infrastructure in Bishopbriggs. The recently developed area to the east of
Auchinairn has a somewhat extensive off-road network. There is an
opportunity to extend this towards Auchinairn and Bishopbriggs to
reduce car dependency and improve transport links to neighbouring,
deprived, areas.



Walking | Walking/Cycling | Walking/Cycling/Wheeling
3 5 15

- Barriers

The most common barrier on the off-road active travel network in
Bishopbriggs were gates (9), followed by signal-controlled and
uncontrolled crossings (3 each). There were three inaccessible
routes, one overgrown route which limited access, one set of steps
and one bridge (wide and easily accessible).

Pictured (top right) is a barrier that did not fit in any of the
prescribed categories. This barrier was due to temporary works on
Wester Way and it impeded cycling and wheeling on the otherwise
high-quality route.

Pictured (right) is one of Bishopbriggs’ gates which act as a barrier
to active travel. A person with unrestricted mobility may not notice
an issue with this infrastructure but those who use wheelchairs or
push prams will find these barriers restrictive to their ability to
move around. If East Dunbartonshire is to be a welcoming,
enjoyable place to travel around actively for all, these barriers
need to be addressed.

- Cycle parking

There is some cycle parking in central Bishopbriggs in the main
square across the road from the station (The Cross Court) and
further cycle parking at the entrance to Bishopbriggs Park adjacent
to Kenmure Drive. Additional cycle parking is provided at key trip generators including the
Leisuredrome, library and rail station.

There should be more cycle parking that allows journeys to be
easily made by a combination of active travel and public
transport.

- Maintenance issues

There were fewer maintenance issues recorded in Bishopbriggs
than in other areas. This is likely not due to there being fewer
maintenance issues in Bishopbriggs, but rather inconsistencies in
how data was recorded. Some officers recorded maintenance
issues as route information and general comments. These sections
describe some rural paths north of Bishopbriggs as being narrow,
overgrown and muddy.

One minor and two moderate instances of surface damage were
recorded (moderate damage pictured right). Two instances of minor damage due to vegetation were
recorded. One instance of minor pothole and minor tree root damage was recorded. The surface
damage pictured (right) is combined with vegetation which could be better maintained by the Council.
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Particularly when wet or in winter months, this path would be difficult to use for those with limited
mobility.

- Signage

Bishopbriggs, and particularly its urban path network, lacks
the comprehensive signage of other parts of East
Dunbartonshire. Signage is largely limited to Canal paths
and paths through Bishopbriggs Park. Aside from one
damaged sign that was twisted to point in the wrong
direction, there were nine existing signs in reasonable
condition. A typical sign from the Canal path and park is
pictured (right). These signs are understandable and similar
to typical blue active travel signs seen throughout the
region.

- SWoT

Strengths: Weaknesses:
- Some good quality infrastructure for - lack of routes connecting residential
active travel; notably the Canal path areas to local amenities and services.

which mostly caters for leisure activity.
This path is well-signed.

Bishopbriggs Park has ample cycle
parking.

This means that people are forced to
travel actively on often substandard
footways (see Auchinairn section
above).

Infrastructure fails to form a complete
network.

Lack of integration between active
travel and public transport.

Opportunities:

A more direct route to Glasgow;
Glasgow City Council’'s Active Travel
Strategy and the SPT Regional Active
Travel Strategy present opportunities
for cross-boundary connections.

More town centre cycle parking would
create opportunities to combine active
travel and public transport on the same
journey.

East Dunbartonshire’s City Deal Place
and Growth Programme, including the

development of masterplans for
Bishopbriggs Town Centre and
Bishopbriggs Park, presents

opportunities to improve town centre
active travel provision.

There is a potential opportunity to
develop strategic links from the
Westerhill active travel network, such as
to train stations and other active travel
infrastructure.

Threats:

Lack of maintenance means that issues
of poor surfaces, overgrown vegetation
and tree root damage worsen and make
paths inaccessible for cycling and
wheeling.
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Kirkintilloch
For this audit, the Kirkintilloch area is large, covering Lenzie and Waterside to the southern boundary
of East Dunbartonshire and Twechar to the eastern boundary.

Mo o
Camnpein

afson

Map of off-road paths in Kirkintilloch

The Kirkintilloch area’s paths include the Forth and Clyde Canal path (part of the National Cycle
Network route 574). The John Muir Way passes through the area, following the Strathkelvin Railway
Path (SRP) (part of the National Cycle Network route 575), then the Forth and Clyde Canal before
turning off the Canal at Twechar, passing the Antonine Wall and Bar Hill Roman fort before crossing
the border with North Lanarkshire near Croy. These marked, high-quality long-distance paths are
assets to East Dunbartonshire, providing residents with recreational opportunities and attracting
visitors. Other areas with networks of off-road active travel paths for leisure are Lenzie Moss and
Waterside.

As the map above shows, Kirkintilloch town centre appears to be better connected to its peripheral
residential areas than other towns in East Dunbartonshire. Hillhead, east of Kirkintilloch town centre,
is poorly served by off-road paths. This is one of East Dunbartonshire’s most deprived areas and
consideration is required regarding how to better connect the area to local amenities, public transport
links and green space via active travel.

Whilst there are some paths within Waterside, the area lacks connection to neighbouring settlements.
The on-road route to Lenzie rail station is notably hostile to active travel.

SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes links to Kirkintilloch from Bishopbriggs,
Moodiesburn, Torrance and Lenzie.
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- General comments

Due to slightly different methods in recording data amongst different officers (as described in
Bishopbriggs section), there were more general comments for Kirkintilloch than for other areas,
although the data recorded for most will be used in the route information section.

General comments informed of various features and issues: access to
Waterside Bing is confusing as there is no access through the depot;
there is lighting on the floor of a few paths (notably north of the Canal
in Kirkintilloch to St. Ninian’s High and in Twechar — the auditor asked
whether this lighting is fit for purpose i.e. bright enough to provide
users with a feeling of safety; steep and slippery surfaces (pictured
right) were noted in Twechar as well as a steep section up towards Bar
Hill although a path bypassing this section was available - this area was
also noted to require better signage as walkers could become
disorientated; a path west of Kirkintilloch was noted to have poor
access via a fast road and narrow footway.

- Route information

Kirkintilloch has a mix of urban, suburban and rural paths so there are
significant variations in surface, quality and intended users of paths.
Pictured (right) is a section of path at Lenzie Moss, this is a good
quality gravel surface which could be used comfortably by walkers and
cyclists. The path is inaccessible to wheelchair users due to the
sections of boardwalk which cross boggy areas.

Hard | Dirt/mud | Gravel/loose | Grass | Boardwalk
30 3 7 2 1

Very poor | Poor | Fair | Good
1 6 18 | 17

Walking | Walking/Cycling | Walking/Cycling/Wheeling
12 11 23

The path pictured (right) is a short, hard-surfaced off-road route in
Lenzie, graded good. That said, the path has a notable slope and may
cause issues for wheelchair users. Paths that form an accessible active
travel network should consider the needs of all users.

- Barriers

Like other parts of rural East Dunbartonshire, there are numerous
gates on routes intended for walking (at least 19 recorded). The
majority of these gates are in very good condition and are fit for
purpose. More concerning as a barrier to active travel are

uncontrolled road crossings (13 recorded) like that on the John Muir Way east of Twechar (pictured
below left) and in Twechar itself, a town that commercial traffic uses as a cut-through. Such crossings
- such as at the gap in the active travel route where the main street and B8023 intersect - are
hazardous to walkers and present a significant barrier to active travel. Other barriers included
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signalled crossings (4), poor pavement access (2), bridges (3 good
and 1 poor), steps (5, of which 2 had alternative step-free access)
and a single narrow passage.

Like the path gradient observed in
Lenzie, a barrier to active travel that
may go unnoticed was recorded in
Twechar. Located on the main street
the placement of this pole (pictured
right) makes it difficult for
wheelchairs and prams to pass and
people with mobility issues may be
forced closer to the road than they
would like.

- Cycle parking

Kirkintilloch town centre has some existing cycle parking and facilities. There are at least 25 cycle racks
in the town, 10 of which are covered. Further cycle parking is available at key destinations including
the Southbank Business Park and Kirkintilloch leisure centre.

- Maintenance issues

Like in Bishopbriggs, there were some issues with consistency of data collection and this is reflected
in the smaller number of maintenance issues recorded in Kirkintilloch. Tree root damage is present on
the short section between the Millenium bridge and Hillhead Road, and also on small sections of the
eastern part of the Canal path west of Auchinstarry.

Pictured (left) is an example of a poorly maintained crossing
with issues relating to surface, kerb and lack of amenity to help
pedestrians cross safely. A combination of these factors both
in this instance and at many other crossings and paths in East
Dunbartonshire combine to contribute to people making
unsustainable transport choices.

Other maintenance issues included tree roots (12), overgrown
vegetation (3), surface damage (8) and potholes (4).

14



- Signage

Like other parts of East Dunbartonshire, the Kirkintilloch area is well-signposted (at least 50 signs
recorded in the audit). Rural and urban paths have signs to help people follow routes, understand
where routes lead and indicate how long it takes to reach destinations. Signs are commonly blue with
approximate journey times and distances marked (pictured below left).

A problem in Kirkintilloch is damage to signs (7 instances recorded). Stickers, graffiti (pictured below
middle) and burns mean some signs are not fit for purpose. Auditors judged there to be 7 instances
where signs were missing or would be helpful for people using the off-road network.

- SWOT

Strengths:

- Scenic; access to nature, particularly along
the Canal, Lenzie Moss and the Waterside
Bing.

- Long-distance paths.

- The foundations of a network are in place,
for example in residential areas east of the
town centre, there are good quality paths
that make it feasible to travel more
quickly by active travel than by car.

Weaknesses:

- There are missing links in the network,
particularly between residential areas
outside the town centre and the town
centre itself.

- Much of the network not accessible for
wheeling.

- Deprived areas lack easy access to
nature and greenspaces.

Opportunities:

- Enabling more equitable active travel
access to places of interest/natural beauty
(for example connections from
Kirkintilloch to Lenzie Moss, Waterside
Bing and the Canal path).

- Better connections between residential
areas and town centre to encourage
short, everyday journeys by sustainable
transport.

- There is an opportunity to maintain the
Canal route where tree root damage is
present, particularly along the short
section between the Millenium bridge and
Hillhead Road, to match the quality of the
SRP.

Threats:
- Lack of access leading to underuse.
- lLack of maintenance leading to
underuse.
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Lennoxtown

The Lennoxtown community area encompasses the towns and villages of Lennoxtown, Milton of
Campsie, Clachan of Campsie and Haughhead. There is one significant off-road path in this area. The
SRP uses disused rail infrastructure and now forms part of the national cycle network, NCN755 from
Kirkintilloch to Strathblane. This path represents an important arterial route from which other paths
can be accessed. It was resurfaced between Kirkintilloch and Lennoxtown in late-2022 as part of a
project funded by the Council’s Cycling, Walking and Safer Routes allocation from Transport Scotland
and SPT. Approximately 4,500m of path was resurfaced as part of the project, which aims to address
damage caused by tree roots. Hand railing was also installed at the start of the section at Kilsyth Road.

The western part of Lennoxtown area with off-road path network marked Eastern Lennoxtown area (Milton of Campsie)

SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes a link from Drymen to Lennoxtown.

As well as an arterial long-distance path, the
Lennoxtown area has urban and, for the most
part, rural paths. These rural paths are
generally only suitable for walkers and have
quite low usage levels. The picture to the right
is representative of a typical rural path in the
area.

A path typical of rural parts of East Dunbartonshire
and the Lennoxtown area in particular. This path is
graded fair with a mud surface suitable for walkers.

- General comments

General comments received about Lennoxtown routes were detailed and varied. The route to Cort-
ma Law in the Campsie Fells has several general comments regarding how steep and narrow the route
is, noting areas where the route is eroding the hillside and rocky sections.

Other general comments note areas of particularly poor, boggy conditions (near Ashenwell Dams),
drainage issues (Milton of Campsie, among others) and places to rest (SRP, among others.)

- Route information
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Hard Dirt/mud | Gravel/loose | Road | Grass
13 7 6 1 8

This route (pictured top right), from north Lennoxtown towards Milton of
Campsie, is typical of a fair or good route for walkers. Clearly cycling and
wheeling is not feasible for this route and, in rural areas, it is not necessarily
an achievable nor desirable aim to make all paths entirely accessible.

SRP, east of Lennoxtown. Part of the national cycling
network, this route was graded good.

Very poor | Poor | Fair | Good
3 5 18 |8

Walking | Walking/Cycling | Walking/Cycling/Wheeling | n/a’
19 4 8 1

- Barriers

There are numerous barriers on the off-road active travel network in Lennoxtown. Some paths that
could be suitable for walking, cycling and wheeling are made unsuitable due to barriers. For example
a path in Lennoxtown with a ramp designed to give access to those unable to use the adjacent steps
but the ramp is too steep and slippery to provide genuine, easy access (pictured below).

7 Route overgrown and inaccessible
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Barriers on rural routes include boggy, steep, narrow and
rocky sections of path as well as gates and other obstacles
that require a good level of mobility. In most cases these
barriers are passable, but some rural gates are becoming
less stable due to rotting and water damage (north
Lennoxtown-Milton of Campsie route) and other routes are
boggy to the point of almost being unpassable (for example
between Upper Carlston and towards Torrance).

- Cycle parking

No cycle parking was recorded on the off-road active travel
network in Lennoxtown. There is, however, cycle parking
for ten bikes at the Lennoxtown hub (Main Street) and a
small number of spaces to park bikes at Clachan of Campsie.

- Maintenance issues

Rural maintenance issues on paths intended for walking (of
which there are many in Lennoxtown) are typically a less immediate concern than those on paths
intended for walking, cycling and wheeling and urban/suburban paths that link residences with
important services and amenities. Pictured below (left) is an example of an urban path in Lennoxtown
that has serious maintenance
issues which render the path
difficult to use.

- Signage

The signage in the Lennoxtown
area ranges from existing signage
directing users of the network
along paths or to certain places
and sights, to missing signage,
damaged signage and signage
intended to discourage people
from travelling through and
using spaces.

In total, the audit found 28 existing signs in fair to good condition, four signs missing, three damaged
and two old, redundant signs. Auditors reported that some signs required cleaning and greater
prominence to be more visible to users, urban paths were lacking in signage and, although well-signed
as a route itself, the SRP lacks signage pointing users towards the towns that the route passes.

Signs that discourage people from using East Dunbartonshire’s active travel network and open spaces
are contrary to the aims of any Active Travel Strategy. Private property and no ball games signs were
recorded in Clachan of Campsie and Milton of Campsie.
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A blue sign typical of wayfinding signs
for off-road active travel in the UK. Sign
lists towns and estimated journey time
for walking and cycling.

pointing

This sign reads “private ahead”,

walkers
direction. This signage is inconsistent
with typical signage for walkers and

This barely visible sign is faded and
obscured by vegetation. It is an
example of damaged signage.

in  another

may lead walkers to believe they are

trespassing.

SWOT

Strengths:

Scenic; network travels through and
provides access to renowned areas of
natural beauty (the Campsie Fells).
National Cycle Network path (SRP) as
well as attracting visitors to the area, it
connects rural towns and villages.

Weaknesses:

- SRP requires maintenance so more
cycles and wheelchair users can access

it.8
- Signage requires
standardisation.

Opportunities:

The area could improve active travel
access to places of interest/natural
beauty.

Opportunity to bridge gaps in the active
travel network to connect to Milngavie
and the new active travel route on the
A807.

Threats:
- Lack of access leading to underuse.
- lLack of maintenance

to use other means of transport.

8 SRP was resurfaced between Kirkintilloch and Lennoxtown in late-2022 (after the audit was undertaken).
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Milngavie

Milngavie is the starting point of the West Highland Way, which finishes in Fort William. As well as the
world-renowned West Highland Way, Milngavie has an extensive network of off-road active travel
paths. There were almost 63 kilometres of off-road paths identified in the Milngavie area. These paths
do not include footways, on-road cycleways or Milngavie’s pedestrianised town centre.

Milngavie town centre is pedestrianised though it is currently not permitted to cycle there and ‘cyclists
dismount’ signage is in place. Responsible cycling is feasible here and would improve the
attractiveness of this sustainable mode of transport in Milngavie. There is covered cycle parking at the
southern end of the precinct and a small number of Sheffield stands are located in other parts of the
town centre. Partially covered cycle parking is available within the Milngavie rail station concourse.

Milngavie’s off-road network of paths

The West Highland Way contributes to the identity of the town and provides an arterial, off-road route
for pedestrians and some cyclists to access Milngavie’s green spaces. The Clyde Coastal Path, another
key long-distance route attracting visitors as well as providing opportunities for leisure for residents,
leads to Milngavie after entering East Dunbartonshire from the west. Mugdock Country Park and the
nearby Mugdock reservoir attract visits from locals as well as those from further afield. While it is
possible to reach Mugdock Country Park from the town centre using off-road paths, the reservoir
requires an on-road walk. Better pedestrian provision on this route would encourage people to reach
the reservoir using sustainable modes of transport. The Country Park’s location on the edge of the
town means that it is important to consider how to encourage people to use sustainable modes of
transport to reach the area.
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While some off-road paths provide links between residences and local amenities, these paths could
be more comprehensive, better maintained and more accessible. South of the town centre, Lennox
Park offers access to Allander Water. 40 routes were audited in the Milngavie area.

SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes links from Milngavie to Torrance (under
development), Bearsden and Drymen.

- General comments

General comments highlight issues, infrastructure and characteristics of paths that are not accounted
for in the other categories. General comments recorded in Milngavie included a tunnel (pictured
below), educational signage and a slippery, rocky section of path on the Clyde Coastal Path which
would make use of the path difficult for those with impaired mobility. Closer to Milngavie town, there
were other issues with the Clyde Coastal Path where signage was unclear and the path followed the
route of a very narrow country road which puts active travellers in close proximity to traffic.

Tunnel on the Clyde Coastal Path outside
Milngavie

Other general comments included where off-road paths go on-road, rocky sections, muddy sections
and where paths had unexpected dead ends.

- Route information

The route information section of the network audit provides data about the surface, condition and
possible users of each path. The following tables show information about Milngavie’s 40 audited
routes and the pictures indicate what each category looks like in reality.

Hard | Dirt/mud | Gravel/loose | Road | Grass | Boardwalk
24 8 7 2 4 1
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Pictured (left) is a hard, off-road path for walking, cycling and
wheeling graded good in Milngavie. Pictured in midsummer,
vegetation provides a minor barrier to active travel and requires
maintenance.

Very Poor Fair Good Very
poor good
1 8 17 16 0

Walking | Walking/Cycling | Walking/Cycling/Wheeling

16

10 12

- Barriers

The Milngavie off-road active travel network has
numerous barriers which impede certain modes of active
travel and prevent certain people from using the
network. It is more important to avoid obstructions in
accessible urban areas than in rural areas where gates
(pictured below right), stiles, walls and bridges (5, all in
good condition) are common. Milngavie’s off-road
network, in urban areas, is reasonably accessible and
obstacle-free. The pedestrianised town centre is highly
accessible, free of obstructions and well-equipped with
amenities and street furniture. Paths between the town
centre and residential estates, on the other hand, are less
consistently accessible. They commonly feature
uncontrolled road crossings (10 recorded, including

severaI lacking dropped kerbs) and steps (at least 12). These features of the built environment

represent significant barriers to the mobility of those with

disabilities.

At the popular Mugdock reservoir, narrow bridges present
barriers to wheelchair users and people with prams (pictured
below left) on some sections, albeit alternative routes are

available.

Uncontrolled road crossings are, like elsewhere in East
Dunbartonshire, a risk for those using the off-road active travel
network. This one (pictured below right) east of Milngavie
followed the route of a narrow country road.
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- Cycle parking

There is covered cycle parking at the main entrances to the pedestrianised town centre precinct, and
a small number of Sheffield stands at various locations elsewhere within the pedestrianised town
centre, however there is very little cycle parking close to Milngavie’s off-road active travel network.
There is an opportunity to provide increased cycle parking in the wider Milngavie area. If it were
targeted, particularly around Mugdock Country Park and the reservoirs, it would encourage people to
reach these popular destinations by bike.

- Maintenance issues

The urban paths and sections of long-distance paths within Milngavie town are broadly in good
condition. However, sections of the Clyde Coastal Path close to the boundary with Glasgow City
Council are in poor condition (see picture below left). On urban paths, a pressing maintenance issue
is tree root damage which impedes cyclists, wheelers and those with restricted mobility.

- Signage

Signage on long-distance routes and in Mugdock Park is
comprehensive and helpful (see below left). There are
sections of the Clyde Coastal Path that could be more clearly
signposted to aid navigation.

Milngavie town centre is reasonably well signposted and
some signs provide an estimated walking time (see below
right).

The network audit recorded several places where signage
was damaged (mostly from graffiti or stickers as pictured
below), falling or being obscured by vegetation.
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SWOT

Strengths:

- Scenic; good access to nature in most
directions.

- Long-distance paths (attract visitors
from all over the world), good
integration with public transport.

- Comprehensive  signage and a

reasonably comprehensive network of
urban paths connecting residential
areas to the town centre.

Weaknesses:

- lack of provision for cycling both in
terms of infrastructure, parking and an
unwelcoming environment (e.g.
CYCLISTS DISMOUNT, NO CYCLING
signs).

- Significant proportions of the network
not accessible for wheeling due to poor
surfaces, steps and a lack of dropped
kerbs.

- Most road crossings uncontrolled.

Opportunities:

- The basis of an off-road network for
cycling and wheeling within Milngavie
town already exists: requires upgrades
to become fully accessible.

- Enabling active travel access to places of
interest/natural beauty (for example
Mugdock Country Park/Reservoir).

Threats:
- Lack of access leading to underuse.
- lack of maintenance leading to
underuse.

Torrance

Torrance is not a densely populated area and, aside from several paths, two through Balmore and one
through Bardowie, most paths are rural, difficult to access without a car and therefore not useful for

everyday journeys.

The residential areas in Torrance have the basis of a good off-road pedestrian network: the east side
of the town has particularly good active travel connections towards the primary school, nursery and
town centre. Balmore and Bardowie have paths connecting to rural areas but are largely connected

to other towns by fast, rural Category B roads.
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Torrance

R, ‘[T.Lr\—___‘

The off-road network of paths in Torrance: Torrance village is located in the middle on the right of the above map

Despite its proximity to Bishopbriggs, there is currently no direct route south from Torrance to
Bishopbriggs. Work is underway on the A807 Active Travel Corridor project to provide an active travel
connection alongside the A807 between Milngavie and Torrance (see also Evidence Report C). The
project comprises three sections. Following approval by the Place Neighbourhood & Corporate Assets
Committee on 23 May 2024, construction work was completed on the first part of Section 1 (Section
1a) in April 2025, connecting Allander Toll Roundabout to the Rangers FC Training Ground. Detailed
designs are being developed to extend the route from Phase 1a to Milngavie railway station. Future
phases include Section 2 — Allander Toll Roundabout to Balmore (Glenorchard Road), and Section 3 -
Balmore (Glenorchard Road) to the Torrance Roundabout. The project will link Torrance to the Forth
and Clyde Canal towpath, creating a connection to Bishopbriggs and Kirkintilloch.

- General comments

Two general comments were recorded; a rural route was a driveway leading only to a residential
property and pavement surfaces near an off-road route were particularly poor in Torrance.

- Route information

Many of Torrance’s rural paths are in poor condition, more so than other parts of East Dunbartonshire.
Several of these paths in poor or very poor condition are remote, inaccessible and do not lead to any
points of interest.

Hard | Dirt/mud | Gravel/loose | Grass
8 2 4 4

26



Very poor | Poor | Fair | Good

5 3 3 6

Walking | Walking/Cycling

Walking/Cycling/Wheeling

5 2

6

As the picture (right) shows, there were several routes labelled on
the map in Torrance that were inaccessible due to either a lack of

access or poor condition.

There was a difference in the condition of urban and rural paths in

Torrance. Within Torrance, paths were mostly graded good with
three exceptions, whilst outside Torrance only one path was graded good.

- Maintenance issues

The route information data in Torrance suggests
significant maintenance issues in the area. That said,
most of the paths are rural and not well-used. It would
be a better use of resources to focus on well-used
urban paths with maintenance issues that exclude
some people from using the active travel network,
such as this surface damage pictured in Torrance

(right).

In Torrance, there was surface damage (1 serious, 6
moderate and 3 minor). Notably, there were recent
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recorded, pictured left is a typical gate for rural paths
around Torrance).

Other barriers recorded were overgrown vegetation (3), an
uncontrolled crossing in Balmore with particularly poor
visibility, no access, steps (3) and no good-quality cycle
parking.

No cycle parking was recorded in Torrance.




repairs to surfaces on paths that had made problems worse
(pictured right).

Signage in Torrance is typical of the area as a whole.
Notably, there were five recorded healthy habits signs with
cycling journey times to nearby points of interest and
towns (pictured below).

Signage

- SwoTt
Strengths: Weaknesses:
- Urban network in Torrance provides a - Poor condition and accessibility of rural
strong foundation for connecting town network.
centre, key amenities and green space - Urban network needs more

with residential areas.
Rural network connecting towns exists
but requires significant upgrading.

comprehensive signage; some sections
in poor condition and recent
maintenance work has been poor.

- Poor connections to nearby town of
Bishopbriggs.

Opportunities:

Better connections to Bishopbriggs
would enable access to good quality
train service to Glasgow and Edinburgh
— the A807 Active Travel Corridor
project will assist in providing this
linkage.

Better active travel to public transport
more generally to reverse car
dominance.

Threats:

- Poorly maintained paths and missing
links between towns reinforcing car
dominance.

- Poorlighting on urban paths means they
are only useable in daylight.
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Conclusions
The network audit was a useful exercise to understand the extent, condition and features of East

Dunbartonshire’s off-road active travel network. It revealed strengths and weaknesses of the network
as a whole.

Strengths:

Provides access to greenspace, areas of natural beauty and points of interest. In this respect,
the off-road network in East Dunbartonshire plays an important role in providing
opportunities for leisure and physical exercise.

In some cases, the off-road network facilitates faster, more direct journeys by active travel
than by car.

Good signage, particularly on long-distance paths for leisure journeys.

Weaknesses:

Off-road network largely unlit, if it is lit it often lacks the levels of passive surveillance required
to provide an environment perceived as safe enough to use during hours of darkness. This
means the urban off-road network is not fully capable of meeting people’s needs for everyday
journeys.

Inequality of access: the network is more comprehensive and in better condition in parts of
Bearsden and Milngavie compared to parts of Lennoxtown, Hillhead and Auchinairn.
Maintenance issues mean, in some cases, access is restricted for those with limited mobility.
Signage illustrating how the network links key amenities for everyday journeys is sometimes
lacking.

A weakness not of the network but the methodology of the audit was its focus on the off-road
network. The most used paths for active travel are footways and roads. A future audit of how
this infrastructure supports active travel would help form a complete picture of active travel
in East Dunbartonshire.

Opportunities:
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Routes that allow faster, more direct journeys than the car require upgrading to ensure
everyone has access, and better signage to ensure people understand that it can be quicker
and easier to use active travel than the car. This will improve modal shift for active travel in
East Dunbartonshire.

Improving understanding of how off-road network links with key on-road footways to ensure
there is a consistent standard which enables equal access to amenities.
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	Throughout 2021 and early 2022, Council officers undertook an audit of the existing network of off-road, active travel routes in East Dunbartonshire through site visits. This work informed the evidence reports for the Active Travel Strategy that were approved by PNCA Committee in January 2023. In 2026, revisions have been made to ensure that the audit reflects more recent changes to the network through a combination of verification of the Network Audit with council officers and some limited site visits.  
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	During the audit, officers recorded the location, surface, features and condition of paths. The following section details the findings of this process, looking at the current state of the network in East Dunbartonshire as a whole as well as individual communities. Note that the network’s scale and paths’ nature means that new issues arise regularly and soon after the date of publication this information will be incomplete. The upcoming Active Travel Strategy (ATS2) will include a proposal for regular monito
	Methodology  
	Using the ArcGIS Collector smartphone app, officers from East Dunbartonshire Council walked and cycled the off-road active travel routes in the area, as well as some paths in neighbouring areas with connections to and/or areas of particular significance for East Dunbartonshire. The app enables the auditor to record various features of the paths identified as forming the off-road active travel network. The features that can be recorded and the aims of recording that information are detailed in the next secti
	Aims 
	This report gives a general overview of the extent, condition and features of the off-road active travel network in the different communities of East Dunbartonshire. The data collected from the network audit will contribute to actions in the forthcoming ATS2 as well as provide information that informs the ongoing maintenance of the network. The audit returned data in the following areas: 
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments: this allowed data to be collected about overarching views and any other concerns an auditor had with a path that didn’t fit any other category. 

	-
	-
	 Route information: the surface, condition and who can use a route. 

	-
	-
	 Barriers: any obstacles or obstructions that impede the use of a path including gates, steps and crossings. 

	-
	-
	 Cycle parking 

	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues: potholes, vegetation, root damage, surface/edge damage. 

	-
	-
	 Signage: signage is recorded as existing, missing or damaged to understand where signage needs upgraded. 


	 
	Each area has a table that, drawing from data collected during the network audit, provides a summary of the local network’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT). The following sections will look at areas within East Dunbartonshire, their off-road active travel network and provide information about the condition and features of the routes in those areas. 
	  
	Bearsden 
	Bearsden, a town of approximately 28,000 people, is part of Glasgow’s contiguous urban area. It is served by three train stations (Bearsden, Hillfoot and Westerton) and multiple bus routes. The foundations of an off-road active travel network exist in Bearsden, though there are notable gaps in the network and with much of the network being off-road and unlit, the perceived lack of safety in some parts of the network presents a barrier to its use, particularly in hours of darkness. 
	 
	Westerton 
	Westerton 

	Bearsden 
	Bearsden 

	Hillfoot 
	Hillfoot 

	Figure
	Map of the off-road network of paths in Bearsden 
	The map above shows that Bearsden’s three rail stations (grey circles on the map) could be better connected to residential areas by off-road paths. 
	Bearsden is well-equipped with green spaces in residential areas and these facilitate active travel in the town, particularly for leisure and exercise. However, the town centre is not well served by active travel paths. It is dominated by infrastructure for cars and often congested, further deterring cycling on-road. Like its neighbour Milngavie, Bearsden has a strong foundation for a connected active travel network but, to serve more everyday journeys rather than leisure, consideration of what modes of tra
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments 


	Two general comments were recorded about the off-road active travel network in Bearsden. One drew attention to a sign that, like similar signs in Milngavie, states that cycling is not permitted on the off-road path. These signs are damaging to efforts to encourage modal shift towards active travel. 
	 
	 
	 
	-
	-
	-
	 Route information 


	The route information function in Collector App allows the auditor to judge who can comfortably use the path and the path’s condition. The image (right) is a path in Bearsden that was classified as in fair condition and usable by foot, bike and wheelchair. It is therefore a useful baseline to set as an average path in Bearsden, it functions as a path but clearly could be improved and therefore is judged to be in fair condition. 
	Figure
	 
	 
	A path in fair condition in Bearsden – it could feasibly be used by walkers, cyclists and wheelers but clearly the surface could be improved and the route could be better maintained to ensure vegetation growth does not present an obstacle to users. 
	A path in fair condition in Bearsden – it could feasibly be used by walkers, cyclists and wheelers but clearly the surface could be improved and the route could be better maintained to ensure vegetation growth does not present an obstacle to users. 
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	Pictured (left) is a grass path in fair condition for walking. It is on the outskirts of the town and is not an important route connecting people to everyday needs. The path pictured right, on the other hand, is a good, hard surface path for walking, cycling and wheeling. Paths like these, connecting residential areas and important services (in this case, a leisure centre and a library), are important to maintain to ensure everyone can access and use the path. One issue with these types of path is safety. A
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	2 One path in Bearsden (Garscube) was temporarily not accessible due to works therefore no category could be assigned. 
	2 One path in Bearsden (Garscube) was temporarily not accessible due to works therefore no category could be assigned. 






	11 
	11 
	11 
	11 

	6 
	6 

	27 
	27 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 




	 
	Bearsden has a high number of paths that are accessible for walkers, cyclists and wheelchair users. Pictured (left) is Bears Way, approximately 150 metres from Hillfoot rail station. It is an important, high-quality segregated cycleway. As on-road infrastructure, it enhances the pedestrian experience as traffic is further from the footway. There are some barriers on the route (discussed below) and the route fails to connect Hillfoot station and Milngavie town centre. This means that cyclists must choose to 
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	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Barriers 


	The most common barrier to active travel in Bearsden is steps (15), followed by road crossings (6 uncontrolled and 4 signal controlled at the time of the audit). Also noteworthy are the long wait times at signal-controlled crossings on Bears Way. To encourage modal shift towards active travel, infrastructure should facilitate faster, easier and more convenient journeys rather than delay those who have made a sustainable transport choice. 
	In some instances, barriers exclude wheelchair users from routes and make journeys more difficult for cyclists. Two examples are the Jubilee Path near Hillfoot (pictured left) and the bridge over the canal near Westerton Station (pictured right). In both cases, ramps could be retrofitted to ensure those with impaired mobility can safely use these important routes. 
	Figure
	Figure
	Finally, on a narrow footway, this barrier (pictured top left next page) presents a significant obstacle for people wheeling or pushing prams or trolleys. If a comprehensive network for active travel is to serve the places people want to go in East Dunbartonshire, obstacles like this must be removed and footways must be made accessible for all. 
	 
	Figure
	When combined with narrow footways, barriers like this between Westerton and central Bearsden represent significant obstacles to active travel for those with limited mobility or those carrying loads, pushing prams etc. 
	When combined with narrow footways, barriers like this between Westerton and central Bearsden represent significant obstacles to active travel for those with limited mobility or those carrying loads, pushing prams etc. 

	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Cycle parking 


	There is cycle parking at Kessington hub (on A81, pictured above right) and one bike rack in Cluny Park. There is cycle parking along Bears Way with three racks available at the southbound bus stop adjacent to Alexander Grove and one rack at the southbound bus stop south of Alexander Grove. There are a further six cycle racks on the A81 northbound, opposite Hillfoot rail station adjacent to the petrol station. Cycle stands are also available at each of the rail stations. These are  examples of good integrat
	-
	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues 
	Figure



	Compared to other areas there were fewer maintenance issues recorded in Bearsden. This is due to the urban, well-used nature of the network but also suggests a degree of inequality of access to high-quality active travel infrastructure elsewhere in East Dunbartonshire. 
	Surface damage was the most common recorded maintenance issue. One instance of each of the following maintenance issues was recorded: minor, moderate and serious tree root damage; serious surface damage and a pothole causing moderate damage. 
	Pictured (above right) is an example of moderate surface damage. It is moderate as it does not completely impede active travel but if it continues without maintenance it will exclude users from that path. Pictured (right) is an example of moderate tree root damage on Jubilee Path, a strategically important route linking Bearsden town centre, a nursery and Hillfoot shops, station and residential areas. It is noted that this path has since been upgraded (2025).  
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	-
	-
	-
	 Signage 


	There were at least 45 recorded signs on the off-road active travel network in Bearsden. The most common were blue signs that direct people to places of interest and provide estimated journey times for walking and cycling. In two cases these signs were damaged (one obscured by leaves and the other bent out of shape, as pictured right). 
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	-
	-
	-
	 SWOT 


	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Some existing paths in residential areas form a network, albeit incomplete. 

	-
	-
	 One piece of high-quality, on-road cycling infrastructure (Bears Way). 

	-
	-
	 High proportion of network accessible for walking, cycling and wheeling. 

	-
	-
	 Network is well-signed. 



	Weaknesses: 
	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of routes that connect residential areas to stations to encourage modal shift by linking active travel to various sustainable transport options. 

	-
	-
	 Much of the off-road network is unlit and the paths that are lit often lack passive surveillance, meaning they are perceived as unsafe during hours of darkness and underused, particularly in winter months. 

	-
	-
	 The current on-road, segregated cycling infrastructure only connects to limited services, amenities and public transport and does not form a coherent network like the examples around Scotland which have achieved high levels of modal shift. 





	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Expand existing on-road cycling infrastructure to create an active travel route linking services, amenities and public transport, improve safety, support modal shift and deliver against routes in SPT’s regional ATS. 

	-
	-
	 Routes connecting residential areas to stations would encourage modal shift by linking active travel to sustainable transport options. 



	Threats: 
	Threats: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of access leading to groups with limited mobility needing to use private cars instead of active travel. 

	-
	-
	 Lack of maintenance leading to underuse and problems of accessibility as paths previously accessible to all become less so due to maintenance issues. 






	  
	Bishopbriggs 
	Bishopbriggs is part of the contiguous Glasgow urban area and has a population of around 24,000 people. Bus and train connections from Bishopbriggs town centre to Glasgow and the central belt are frequent. As the map below shows, there is a network of active travel routes in Bishopbriggs. Those routes are concentrated in greenspaces and the rural north of the area. The location and unlit nature of these routes mean that they are primarily used in daylight hours for recreational purposes rather than for ever
	 
	Figure
	Map of the off-road network of paths in Bishopbriggs 
	The map of Bishopbriggs’ off-road network of paths shows that many paths serve rural areas north of the town centre. The Forth and Clyde Canal path which passes Bishopbriggs to the north is part of the National Cycle Network (route 754). Apart from a path through Bishopbriggs town centre park, which then follows Bishopbriggs Burn to the Canal, most urban and residential paths are short and limited in utility if the destination is Bishopbriggs town centre. Despite some coverage of short paths in the east and
	SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes links to Bishopbriggs from Kirkintilloch, Springburn and Stepps. In addition, a number of active travel routes are proposed as part of the Westerhill developments (see Evidence Report C). 
	Auchinairn 
	Auchinairn is one of East Dunbartonshire’s four local areas identified as requiring a specific local place plan due to issues of inequality, deprivation and poor access, as  measured by the Scottish Index of 
	Multiple Deprivation. Auchinairn is located next to Bishopbriggs but lacks direct train services to Glasgow. Whilst in Auchinairn, an auditor noted the particularly poor condition of pavements connecting residential areas with key services such as shops, the community hub and a pharmacy. Pictured (right) is an example of a poor pavement surface near local amenities in Auchinairn. Pictured (below left) is another example of hostile pedestrian environments in Auchinairn. Wheelchair users or people pushing pra

	Figure
	A constraint of the network audit process is that, in focusing on the off-road active travel network, pavements, the most widely used infrastructure used by walkers, are not considered. 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments 


	There are two routes on the map (both northwest of Bishopbriggs, near HMP Low Moss) that do not exist.  
	The southern canal path and the Cadder Loop were both noted to be in poor condition, overgrown, narrow and muddy in places. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Route information 
	Figure
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	The path pictured (left) is a gravel path for walking, cycling and wheeling, graded fair. This path is generally fit for purpose. However, it is signed as the main cycling route from Bishopbriggs to Glasgow, a purpose for which it is not fit and it is neither the most direct nor the quickest route. The poor surface in comparison to main roads and the indirect nature of the route results in cyclists either using busy, main roads, adding time to their journey or choosing a less sustainable form of transport. 
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	Pictured (right) is an example of high-quality off-road active travel infrastructure in Bishopbriggs. The recently developed area to the east of Auchinairn has a somewhat extensive off-road network. There is an opportunity to extend this towards Auchinairn and Bishopbriggs to reduce car dependency and improve transport links to neighbouring, deprived, areas. 
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	-
	-
	-
	 Barriers 


	The most common barrier on the off-road active travel network in Bishopbriggs were gates (9), followed by signal-controlled and uncontrolled crossings (3 each). There were three inaccessible routes, one overgrown route which limited access, one set of steps and one bridge (wide and easily accessible). 
	Pictured (top right) is a barrier that did not fit in any of the prescribed categories. This barrier was due to temporary works on Wester Way and it impeded cycling and wheeling on the otherwise high-quality route. 
	Pictured (right) is one of Bishopbriggs’ gates which act as a barrier to active travel. A person with unrestricted mobility may not notice an issue with this infrastructure but those who use wheelchairs or push prams will find these barriers restrictive to their ability to move around. If East Dunbartonshire is to be a welcoming, enjoyable place to travel around actively for all, these barriers need to be addressed. 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Cycle parking 


	There is some cycle parking in central Bishopbriggs in the main square across the road from the station (The Cross Court) and further cycle parking at the entrance to Bishopbriggs Park adjacent to Kenmure Drive. Additional cycle parking is provided at key trip generators including the Leisuredrome, library and rail station. 
	There should be more cycle parking that allows journeys to be easily made by a combination of active travel and public transport. 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues 


	There were fewer maintenance issues recorded in Bishopbriggs than in other areas. This is likely not due to there being fewer maintenance issues in Bishopbriggs, but rather inconsistencies in how data was recorded. Some officers recorded maintenance issues as route information and general comments. These sections describe some rural paths north of Bishopbriggs as being narrow, overgrown and muddy. 
	One minor and two moderate instances of surface damage were recorded (moderate damage pictured right). Two instances of minor damage due to vegetation were recorded. One instance of minor pothole and minor tree root damage was recorded. The surface damage pictured (right) is combined with vegetation which could be better maintained by the Council. 
	Particularly when wet or in winter months, this path would be difficult to use for those with limited mobility. 

	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Signage 


	Bishopbriggs, and particularly its urban path network, lacks the comprehensive signage of other parts of East Dunbartonshire. Signage is largely limited to Canal paths and paths through Bishopbriggs Park. Aside from one damaged sign that was twisted to point in the wrong direction, there were nine existing signs in reasonable condition. A typical sign from the Canal path and park is pictured (right). These signs are understandable and similar to typical blue active travel signs seen throughout the region. 
	-
	-
	-
	 SWOT 


	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Some good quality infrastructure for active travel; notably the Canal path which mostly caters for leisure activity. This path is well-signed. 

	-
	-
	 Bishopbriggs Park has ample cycle parking. 



	Weaknesses: 
	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of routes connecting residential areas to local amenities and services. This means that people are forced to travel actively on often substandard footways (see Auchinairn section above). 

	-
	-
	 Infrastructure fails to form a complete network. 

	-
	-
	 Lack of integration between active travel and public transport. 





	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 A more direct route to Glasgow; Glasgow City Council’s Active Travel Strategy and the SPT Regional Active Travel Strategy present opportunities for cross-boundary connections. 

	-
	-
	 More town centre cycle parking would create opportunities to combine active travel and public transport on the same journey. 

	-
	-
	 East Dunbartonshire’s City Deal Place and Growth Programme, including the development of masterplans for Bishopbriggs Town Centre and Bishopbriggs Park, presents opportunities to improve town centre active travel provision. 

	-
	-
	 There is a potential opportunity to develop strategic links from the Westerhill active travel network, such as to train stations and other active travel infrastructure. 



	Threats: 
	Threats: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of maintenance means that issues of poor surfaces, overgrown vegetation and tree root damage worsen and make paths inaccessible for cycling and wheeling. 






	  
	Kirkintilloch 
	For this audit, the Kirkintilloch area is large, covering Lenzie and Waterside to the southern boundary of East Dunbartonshire and Twechar to the eastern boundary. 
	 
	Figure
	Map of off-road paths in Kirkintilloch 
	The Kirkintilloch area’s paths include the Forth and Clyde Canal path (part of the National Cycle Network route 574). The John Muir Way passes through the area, following the Strathkelvin Railway Path (SRP) (part of the National Cycle Network route 575), then the Forth and Clyde Canal before turning off the Canal at Twechar, passing the Antonine Wall and Bar Hill Roman fort before crossing the border with North Lanarkshire near Croy. These marked, high-quality long-distance paths are assets to East Dunbarto
	As the map above shows, Kirkintilloch town centre appears to be better connected to its peripheral residential areas than other towns in East Dunbartonshire. Hillhead, east of Kirkintilloch town centre, is poorly served by off-road paths. This is one of East Dunbartonshire’s most deprived areas and consideration is required regarding how to better connect the area to local amenities, public transport links and green space via active travel. 
	Whilst there are some paths within Waterside, the area lacks connection to neighbouring settlements. The on-road route to Lenzie rail station is notably hostile to active travel. 
	SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes links to Kirkintilloch from Bishopbriggs, Moodiesburn, Torrance and Lenzie.  
	  
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments 


	Due to slightly different methods in recording data amongst different officers (as described in Bishopbriggs section), there were more general comments for Kirkintilloch than for other areas, although the data recorded for most will be used in the route information section. 
	General comments informed of various features and issues: access to Waterside Bing is confusing as there is no access through the depot; there is lighting on the floor of a few paths (notably north of the Canal in Kirkintilloch to St. Ninian’s High and in Twechar – the auditor asked whether this lighting is fit for purpose i.e. bright enough to provide users with a feeling of safety; steep and slippery surfaces (pictured right) were noted in Twechar as well as a steep section up towards Bar Hill although a 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Route information 


	Kirkintilloch has a mix of urban, suburban and rural paths so there are significant variations in surface, quality and intended users of paths. Pictured (right) is a section of path at Lenzie Moss, this is a good quality gravel surface which could be used comfortably by walkers and cyclists. The path is inaccessible to wheelchair users due to the sections of boardwalk which cross boggy areas. 
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	Figure
	The path pictured (right) is a short, hard-surfaced off-road route in Lenzie, graded good. That said, the path has a notable slope and may cause issues for wheelchair users. Paths that form an accessible active travel network should consider the needs of all users. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Barriers 


	Like other parts of rural East Dunbartonshire, there are numerous gates on routes intended for walking (at least 19 recorded). The majority of these gates are in very good condition and are fit for purpose. More concerning as a barrier to active travel are uncontrolled road crossings (13 recorded) like that on the John Muir Way east of Twechar (pictured below left) and in Twechar itself, a town that commercial traffic uses as a cut-through. Such crossings - such as at the gap in the active travel route wher
	signalled crossings (4), poor pavement access (2), bridges (3 good and 1 poor), steps (5, of which 2 had alternative step-free access) and a single narrow passage. 

	Figure
	Like the path gradient observed in Lenzie, a barrier to active travel that may go unnoticed was recorded in Twechar. Located on the main street the placement of this pole (pictured right) makes it difficult for wheelchairs and prams to pass and people with mobility issues may be forced closer to the road than they would like. 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Cycle parking 


	Kirkintilloch town centre has some existing cycle parking and facilities. There are at least 25 cycle racks in the town, 10 of which are covered. Further cycle parking is available at key destinations including the Southbank Business Park and Kirkintilloch leisure centre. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues 


	Like in Bishopbriggs, there were some issues with consistency of data collection and this is reflected in the smaller number of maintenance issues recorded in Kirkintilloch. Tree root damage is present on the short section between the Millenium bridge and Hillhead Road, and also on small sections of the eastern part of the Canal path west of Auchinstarry. 
	Pictured (left) is an example of a poorly maintained crossing with issues relating to surface, kerb and lack of amenity to help pedestrians cross safely. A combination of these factors both in this instance and at many other crossings and paths in East Dunbartonshire combine to contribute to people making unsustainable transport choices. 
	Figure
	 
	Other maintenance issues included tree roots (12), overgrown vegetation (3), surface damage (8) and potholes (4). 
	 
	  
	-
	-
	-
	 Signage 


	Like other parts of East Dunbartonshire, the Kirkintilloch area is well-signposted (at least 50 signs recorded in the audit). Rural and urban paths have signs to help people follow routes, understand where routes lead and indicate how long it takes to reach destinations. Signs are commonly blue with approximate journey times and distances marked (pictured below left). 
	A problem in Kirkintilloch is damage to signs (7 instances recorded). Stickers, graffiti (pictured below middle) and burns mean some signs are not fit for purpose. Auditors judged there to be 7 instances where signs were missing or would be helpful for people using the off-road network. 
	 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 SWOT 


	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Scenic; access to nature, particularly along the Canal, Lenzie Moss and the Waterside Bing. 

	-
	-
	 Long-distance paths. 

	-
	-
	 The foundations of a network are in place, for example in residential areas east of the town centre, there are good quality paths that make it feasible to travel more quickly by active travel than by car. 



	Weaknesses: 
	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 There are missing links in the network, particularly between residential areas outside the town centre and the town centre itself. 

	-
	-
	 Much of the network not accessible for wheeling. 

	-
	-
	 Deprived areas lack easy access to nature and greenspaces. 





	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Enabling more equitable active travel access to places of interest/natural beauty (for example connections from Kirkintilloch to Lenzie Moss, Waterside Bing and the Canal path). 

	-
	-
	 Better connections between residential areas and town centre to encourage short, everyday journeys by sustainable transport. 

	-
	-
	 There is an opportunity to maintain the Canal route where tree root damage is present, particularly along the short section between the Millenium bridge and Hillhead Road, to match the quality of the SRP. 



	Threats: 
	Threats: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of access leading to underuse. 

	-
	-
	 Lack of maintenance leading to underuse. 






	Lennoxtown 
	The Lennoxtown community area encompasses the towns and villages of Lennoxtown, Milton of Campsie, Clachan of Campsie and Haughhead. There is one significant off-road path in this area. The SRP uses disused rail infrastructure and now forms part of the national cycle network, NCN755 from Kirkintilloch to Strathblane. This path represents an important arterial route from which other paths can be accessed. It was resurfaced between Kirkintilloch and Lennoxtown in late-2022 as part of a project funded by the C
	 
	Figure
	Figure
	The western part of Lennoxtown area with off-road path network marked                Eastern Lennoxtown area (Milton of Campsie) 
	SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes a link from Drymen to Lennoxtown.  
	 
	Figure
	As well as an arterial long-distance path, the Lennoxtown area has urban and, for the most part, rural paths. These rural paths are generally only suitable for walkers and have quite low usage levels. The picture to the right is representative of a typical rural path in the area. 
	 
	A path typical of rural parts of East Dunbartonshire and the Lennoxtown area in particular. This path is graded fair with a mud surface suitable for walkers. 
	A path typical of rural parts of East Dunbartonshire and the Lennoxtown area in particular. This path is graded fair with a mud surface suitable for walkers. 

	 
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments 


	General comments received about Lennoxtown routes were detailed and varied. The route to Cort-ma Law in the Campsie Fells has several general comments regarding how steep and narrow the route is, noting areas where the route is eroding the hillside and rocky sections.  
	Other general comments note areas of particularly poor, boggy conditions (near Ashenwell Dams), drainage issues (Milton of Campsie, among others) and places to rest (SRP, among others.) 
	-
	-
	-
	 Route information 
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	This route (pictured top right), from north Lennoxtown towards Milton of Campsie, is typical of a fair or good route for walkers. Clearly cycling and wheeling is not feasible for this route and, in rural areas, it is not necessarily an achievable nor desirable aim to make all paths entirely accessible. 
	This route (pictured top right), from north Lennoxtown towards Milton of Campsie, is typical of a fair or good route for walkers. Clearly cycling and wheeling is not feasible for this route and, in rural areas, it is not necessarily an achievable nor desirable aim to make all paths entirely accessible. 

	SRP, east of Lennoxtown. Part of the national cycling network, this route was graded good. 
	SRP, east of Lennoxtown. Part of the national cycling network, this route was graded good. 
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	-
	-
	-
	 Barriers 


	There are numerous barriers on the off-road active travel network in Lennoxtown. Some paths that could be suitable for walking, cycling and wheeling are made unsuitable due to barriers. For example a path in Lennoxtown with a ramp designed to give access to those unable to use the adjacent steps but the ramp is too steep and slippery to provide genuine, easy access (pictured below). 
	Barriers on rural routes include boggy, steep, narrow and rocky sections of path as well as gates and other obstacles that require a good level of mobility. In most cases these barriers are passable, but some rural gates are becoming less stable due to rotting and water damage (north Lennoxtown-Milton of Campsie route) and other routes are boggy to the point of almost being unpassable (for example between Upper Carlston and towards Torrance). 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Cycle parking 


	No cycle parking was recorded on the off-road active travel network in Lennoxtown. There is, however, cycle parking for ten bikes at the Lennoxtown hub (Main Street) and a small number of spaces to park bikes at Clachan of Campsie. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues 


	Rural maintenance issues on paths intended for walking (of which there are many in Lennoxtown) are typically a less immediate concern than those on paths intended for walking, cycling and wheeling and urban/suburban paths that link residences with important services and amenities. Pictured below (left) is an example of an urban path in Lennoxtown that has serious maintenance issues which render the path difficult to use. 
	Figure
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Signage 


	The signage in the Lennoxtown area ranges from existing signage directing users of the network along paths or to certain places and sights, to missing signage, damaged signage and signage intended to discourage people from travelling through and using spaces. 
	In total, the audit found 28 existing signs in fair to good condition, four signs missing, three damaged and two old, redundant signs. Auditors reported that some signs required cleaning and greater prominence to be more visible to users, urban paths were lacking in signage and, although well-signed as a route itself, the SRP lacks signage pointing users towards the towns that the route passes. 
	Signs that discourage people from using East Dunbartonshire’s active travel network and open spaces are contrary to the aims of any Active Travel Strategy. Private property and no ball games signs were recorded in Clachan of Campsie and Milton of Campsie. 
	 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	 
	This barely visible sign is faded and obscured by vegetation. It is an example of damaged signage. 
	This barely visible sign is faded and obscured by vegetation. It is an example of damaged signage. 

	This sign reads “private ahead”, pointing walkers in another direction. This signage is inconsistent with typical signage for walkers and may lead walkers to believe they are trespassing. 
	This sign reads “private ahead”, pointing walkers in another direction. This signage is inconsistent with typical signage for walkers and may lead walkers to believe they are trespassing. 

	A blue sign typical of wayfinding signs for off-road active travel in the UK. Sign lists towns and estimated journey time for walking and cycling. 
	A blue sign typical of wayfinding signs for off-road active travel in the UK. Sign lists towns and estimated journey time for walking and cycling. 

	-
	-
	-
	 SWOT 


	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Scenic; network travels through and provides access to renowned areas of natural beauty (the Campsie Fells). 

	-
	-
	 National Cycle Network path (SRP) as well as attracting visitors to the area, it connects rural towns and villages. 



	Weaknesses: 
	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 SRP requires maintenance so more cycles and wheelchair users can access it. 
	8
	8
	8 SRP was resurfaced between Kirkintilloch and Lennoxtown in late-2022 (after the audit was undertaken). 
	8 SRP was resurfaced between Kirkintilloch and Lennoxtown in late-2022 (after the audit was undertaken). 




	-
	-
	 Signage requires maintenance and standardisation. 





	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 The area could improve active travel access to places of interest/natural beauty. 

	-
	-
	 Opportunity to bridge gaps in the active travel network to connect to Milngavie and the new active travel route on the A807. 


	 

	Threats: 
	Threats: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of access leading to underuse. 

	-
	-
	 Lack of maintenance leading to underuse or compelling certain groups to use other means of transport. 






	 
	  
	Milngavie 
	Milngavie is the starting point of the West Highland Way, which finishes in Fort William. As well as the world-renowned West Highland Way, Milngavie has an extensive network of off-road active travel paths. There were almost 63 kilometres of off-road paths identified in the Milngavie area. These paths do not include footways, on-road cycleways or Milngavie’s pedestrianised town centre. 
	Milngavie town centre is pedestrianised though it is currently not permitted to cycle there and ‘cyclists dismount’ signage is in place. Responsible cycling is feasible here and would improve the attractiveness of this sustainable mode of transport in Milngavie. There is covered cycle parking at the southern end of the precinct and a small number of Sheffield stands are located in other parts of the town centre. Partially covered cycle parking is available within the Milngavie rail station concourse. 
	 
	Figure
	Milngavie’s off-road network of paths 
	The West Highland Way contributes to the identity of the town and provides an arterial, off-road route for pedestrians and some cyclists to access Milngavie’s green spaces. The Clyde Coastal Path, another key long-distance route attracting visitors as well as providing opportunities for leisure for residents, leads to Milngavie after entering East Dunbartonshire from the west. Mugdock Country Park and the nearby Mugdock reservoir attract visits from locals as well as those from further afield. While it is p
	While some off-road paths provide links between residences and local amenities, these paths could be more comprehensive, better maintained and more accessible. South of the town centre, Lennox Park offers access to Allander Water. 40 routes were audited in the Milngavie area. 
	SPT’s Regional ATS Infrastructure Delivery Plan includes links from Milngavie to Torrance (under development), Bearsden and Drymen.  
	 
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments 


	General comments highlight issues, infrastructure and characteristics of paths that are not accounted for in the other categories. General comments recorded in Milngavie included a tunnel (pictured below), educational signage and a slippery, rocky section of path on the Clyde Coastal Path which would make use of the path difficult for those with impaired mobility. Closer to Milngavie town, there were other issues with the Clyde Coastal Path where signage was unclear and the path followed the route of a very
	 
	Figure
	 
	Tunnel on the Clyde Coastal Path outside Milngavie 
	Tunnel on the Clyde Coastal Path outside Milngavie 

	 
	 
	Other general comments included where off-road paths go on-road, rocky sections, muddy sections and where paths had unexpected dead ends. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Route information 


	The route information section of the network audit provides data about the surface, condition and possible users of each path. The following tables show information about Milngavie’s 40 audited routes and the pictures indicate what each category looks like in reality. 
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	Pictured (left) is a hard, off-road path for walking, cycling and wheeling graded good in Milngavie. Pictured in midsummer, vegetation provides a minor barrier to active travel and requires maintenance. 
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	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Barriers 


	The Milngavie off-road active travel network has numerous barriers which impede certain modes of active travel and prevent certain people from using the network. It is more important to avoid obstructions in accessible urban areas than in rural areas where gates (pictured below right), stiles, walls and bridges (5, all in good condition) are common. Milngavie’s off-road network, in urban areas, is reasonably accessible and obstacle-free. The pedestrianised town centre is highly accessible, free of obstructi
	Figure
	At the popular Mugdock reservoir, narrow bridges present barriers to wheelchair users and people with prams (pictured below left) on some sections, albeit alternative routes are available. 
	Uncontrolled road crossings are, like elsewhere in East Dunbartonshire, a risk for those using the off-road active travel network. This one (pictured below right) east of Milngavie followed the route of a narrow country road. 
	 
	Figure
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Cycle parking 


	There is covered cycle parking at the main entrances to the pedestrianised town centre precinct, and a small number of Sheffield stands at various locations elsewhere within the pedestrianised town centre, however there is very little cycle parking close to Milngavie’s off-road active travel network. There is an opportunity to provide increased cycle parking in the wider Milngavie area. If it were targeted, particularly around Mugdock Country Park and the reservoirs, it would encourage people to reach these
	-
	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues 


	The urban paths and sections of long-distance paths within Milngavie town are broadly in good condition. However, sections of the Clyde Coastal Path close to the boundary with Glasgow City Council are in poor condition (see picture below left). On urban paths, a pressing maintenance issue is tree root damage which impedes cyclists, wheelers and those with restricted mobility. 
	 
	-
	-
	-
	 Signage 
	Figure



	Signage on long-distance routes and in Mugdock Park is comprehensive and helpful (see below left). There are sections of the Clyde Coastal Path that could be more clearly signposted to aid navigation.  
	Milngavie town centre is reasonably well signposted and some signs provide an estimated walking time (see below right). 
	The network audit recorded several places where signage was damaged (mostly from graffiti or stickers as pictured below), falling or being obscured by vegetation. 
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	SWOT 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Scenic; good access to nature in most directions. 

	-
	-
	 Long-distance paths (attract visitors from all over the world), good integration with public transport. 

	-
	-
	 Comprehensive signage and a reasonably comprehensive network of urban paths connecting residential areas to the town centre. 



	Weaknesses: 
	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of provision for cycling both in terms of infrastructure, parking and an unwelcoming environment (e.g. CYCLISTS DISMOUNT, NO CYCLING signs). 

	-
	-
	 Significant proportions of the network not accessible for wheeling due to poor surfaces, steps and a lack of dropped kerbs. 

	-
	-
	 Most road crossings uncontrolled. 





	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 The basis of an off-road network for cycling and wheeling within Milngavie town already exists: requires upgrades to become fully accessible. 

	-
	-
	 Enabling active travel access to places of interest/natural beauty (for example Mugdock Country Park/Reservoir). 



	Threats: 
	Threats: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Lack of access leading to underuse. 

	-
	-
	 Lack of maintenance leading to underuse. 






	 
	 
	Torrance 
	Torrance is not a densely populated area and, aside from several paths, two through Balmore and one through Bardowie, most paths are rural, difficult to access without a car and therefore not useful for everyday journeys. 
	The residential areas in Torrance have the basis of a good off-road pedestrian network: the east side of the town has particularly good active travel connections towards the primary school, nursery and town centre. Balmore and Bardowie have paths connecting to rural areas but are largely connected to other towns by fast, rural Category B roads. 
	 
	Torrance 
	Torrance 

	Balmore 
	Balmore 

	Bardowie 
	Bardowie 

	Figure
	The off-road network of paths in Torrance: Torrance village is located in the middle on the right of the above map 
	Despite its proximity to Bishopbriggs, there is currently no direct route south from Torrance to Bishopbriggs. Work is underway on the A807 Active Travel Corridor project to provide an active travel connection alongside the A807 between Milngavie and Torrance (see also Evidence Report C). The project comprises three sections. Following approval by the Place Neighbourhood & Corporate Assets Committee on 23 May 2024, construction work was completed on the first part of Section 1 (Section 1a) in April 2025, co
	-
	-
	-
	 General comments 


	Two general comments were recorded; a rural route was a driveway leading only to a residential property and pavement surfaces near an off-road route were particularly poor in Torrance. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Route information 


	Many of Torrance’s rural paths are in poor condition, more so than other parts of East Dunbartonshire. Several of these paths in poor or very poor condition are remote, inaccessible and do not lead to any points of interest. 
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	As the picture (right) shows, there were several routes labelled on the map in Torrance that were inaccessible due to either a lack of access or poor condition. 
	There was a difference in the condition of urban and rural paths in Torrance. Within Torrance, paths were mostly graded good with three exceptions, whilst outside Torrance only one path was graded good. 
	-
	-
	-
	 Barriers 


	Like all rural paths, there were many gates (fourteen recorded, pictured left is a typical gate for rural paths around Torrance). 
	Figure
	Other barriers recorded were overgrown vegetation (3), an uncontrolled crossing in Balmore with particularly poor visibility, no access, steps (3) and no good-quality cycle parking. 
	No cycle parking was recorded in Torrance. 
	 
	 
	 
	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues 


	The route information data in Torrance suggests significant maintenance issues in the area. That said, most of the paths are rural and not well-used. It would be a better use of resources to focus on well-used urban paths with maintenance issues that exclude some people from using the active travel network, such as this surface damage pictured in Torrance (right). 
	In Torrance, there was surface damage (1 serious, 6 moderate and 3 minor). Notably, there were recent 
	repairs to surfaces on paths that had made problems worse (pictured right). 

	Figure
	-
	-
	-
	 Signage 


	Signage in Torrance is typical of the area as a whole. Notably, there were five recorded healthy habits signs with cycling journey times to nearby points of interest and towns (pictured below). 
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	-
	-
	-
	 SWOT 


	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Urban network in Torrance provides a strong foundation for connecting town centre, key amenities and green space with residential areas. 

	-
	-
	 Rural network connecting towns exists but requires significant upgrading. 



	Weaknesses: 
	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Poor condition and accessibility of rural network. 

	-
	-
	 Urban network needs more comprehensive signage; some sections in poor condition and recent maintenance work has been poor. 

	-
	-
	 Poor connections to nearby town of Bishopbriggs. 





	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Better connections to Bishopbriggs would enable access to good quality train service to Glasgow and Edinburgh – the A807 Active Travel Corridor project will assist in providing this linkage. 

	-
	-
	 Better active travel to public transport more generally to reverse car dominance. 



	Threats: 
	Threats: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Poorly maintained paths and missing links between towns reinforcing car dominance. 

	-
	-
	 Poor lighting on urban paths means they are only useable in daylight. 






	 
	 
	Conclusions 
	The network audit was a useful exercise to understand the extent, condition and features of East Dunbartonshire’s off-road active travel network. It revealed strengths and weaknesses of the network as a whole. 
	Strengths: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Provides access to greenspace, areas of natural beauty and points of interest. In this respect, the off-road network in East Dunbartonshire plays an important role in providing opportunities for leisure and physical exercise. 

	-
	-
	 In some cases, the off-road network facilitates faster, more direct journeys by active travel than by car. 

	-
	-
	 Good signage, particularly on long-distance paths for leisure journeys. 


	Weaknesses: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Off-road network largely unlit, if it is lit it often lacks the levels of passive surveillance required to provide an environment perceived as safe enough to use during hours of darkness. This means the urban off-road network is not fully capable of meeting people’s needs for everyday journeys. 

	-
	-
	 Inequality of access: the network is more comprehensive and in better condition in parts of Bearsden and Milngavie compared to parts of Lennoxtown, Hillhead and Auchinairn. 

	-
	-
	 Maintenance issues mean, in some cases, access is restricted for those with limited mobility. 

	-
	-
	 Signage illustrating how the network links key amenities for everyday journeys is sometimes lacking. 

	-
	-
	 A weakness not of the network but the methodology of the audit was its focus on the off-road network. The most used paths for active travel are footways and roads. A future audit of how this infrastructure supports active travel would help form a complete picture of active travel in East Dunbartonshire. 


	Opportunities: 
	-
	-
	-
	 Routes that allow faster, more direct journeys than the car require upgrading to ensure everyone has access, and better signage to ensure people understand that it can be quicker and easier to use active travel than the car. This will improve modal shift for active travel in East Dunbartonshire. 

	-
	-
	 Improving understanding of how off-road network links with key on-road footways to ensure there is a consistent standard which enables equal access to amenities. 


	 





