
Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Screening Determination 
 

Notice of the Determination that the proposed  

East Dunbartonshire Council Natural Environment Planning 

Guidance will not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 

Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
 

As required under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, East Dunbartonshire 

Council has reviewed the likely significance of the environmental effects of the proposed Natural 

Environment Planning Guidance. 

 

East Dunbartonshire Council has made a determination under Section 8(1) of the Environmental 

Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that the Natural Environment Planning Guidance is not likely to 

result in significant environmental effects.  The Natural Environment Planning Guidance will 

therefore not be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 

 

Lauren Hollas 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 

Place, Neighbourhood and Corporate Assets 

Land Planning and Development 

Southbank House 

Strathkelvin Place 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 1XQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relevant Documents: 

 

 SEA Screening Determination Notification to Consultation Authorities on 2
nd

 August 2016 

 Screening Report submitted to Consultation Authorities on 11
th

 July 2016 

 Responses from the Consultation Authorities: 

 Covering Letter from Scottish Government SEA Gateway 

 Response from Historic Scotland 

 Response from Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

 Response from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 

 



 

 

Dear Sirs, 

SEA Screening Determination  

East Dunbartonshire Council Natural Environmental Planning Guidance 

 

I refer to your letter dated 1
st
 August 2016 outlining the responses from the Consultation 

Authorities to the screening report that was submitted on 11
th

 July 2016 in relation to the 

proposed East Dunbartonshire Council Natural Environment Planning Guidance. 

 

After reviewing the responses, the Consultation Authorities are in agreement with the Council 

that the Natural Environment Planning Guidance is unlikely to have significant environmental 

effects.  On 2
nd

 August 2016 East Dunbartonshire Council made a determination under 

Section 8(1) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that the Natural 

Environment Planning Guidance is unlikely to have significant environmental effects.  

Therefore, the document will not be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 

A copy of the screening determination will be available for inspection during normal office 

hours at Southbank House, Strathkelvin Place, Kirkintilloch, G66 1XQ and on the Council 

website at www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk.  An advert will also be placed in the local newspapers 

to publicise the screening determination. 

 

In accordance with Section 10(1) of the Act, a copy of the screening determination is enclosed 

and I would be obliged if you could forward this onto the Consultation Authorities. 

 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Technical Officer on 0141 578 8532. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Lauren Hollas 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 

 

 

Date:         2
nd

 August 2016 

 

SEA Gateway 

Scottish Government 

Area 2 H (South) 

Victoria Quay 

Edinburgh 

EH6 6QQ 

 

PLACE, NEIGHBOURHOOD AND 

CORPORATE ASSETS 

Land Planning and Development 

Southbank House 

Strathkelvin Place 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 1XQ 

 

Telephone 0141 578 8600 

Fax No: 0141 578 8575 

 

http://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/
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SCREENING REPORT 
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STEP 1 – DETAILS OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Responsible Authority: 
 

East Dunbartonshire Council 

  

Title of the plan: 
 

Natural Environment Planning Guidance (PG) 

  

What prompted the plan:  
(e.g. a legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provision) 

 

As part of the proposed Local Development Plan, Policy 5: Green 
Infrastructure and Green Network, Policy 8: Protecting and Enhancing 
Landscape Character and Nature Conservation and Policy 9: Enhancing 
and Managing the Water Environment state that development will 
protect, conserve and enhance the natural environment. The action 
programme for Policy 8 sets out the requirement to produce planning 
guidance on the natural environment with a target of March 2017. In 
addition, the existing Local Plan 2 Guidance Notes on Natural Diversity, 
River Basin Management Planning, Special Landscape Areas and Tree 
Protection, need to be reviewed in light of recent good practice. The 
findings of the 2015 Proposed Plan Evidence Reports on the Campsie 
Fells and Kilpatrick Hills also need to be referred to in the guidance.  

  

Plan subject:  
(e.g. transport) 

 

Land use, biodiversity, landscape and tree protection. 

  

Screening is required by the 
Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005.  
 
Based on Boxes 3 and 4, our view 
is that: 

      An SEA is required, as the environmental effects are likely 

to be significant: Please indicate below what Section of the 
2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

    An SEA is not required, as the environmental effects are 

unlikely to be significant:  Please indicate below what 
Section of the 2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

  

Contact details: Lauren Hollas 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 
Place, Neighbourhood and Corporate Assets 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XQ 

  

Date: 11th July 2016 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/LHollas/Desktop/East%20Dunbartonshire%20Council%20Natural%20Environment%20Planning%20Guidance%20-%20Pre-Screening%20-%20100616.docx%23box4
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STEP 2 – CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Context of the Plan: The key policy drivers are the Local Development Plan (LDP), which sets the 
policy framework for consideration of the natural environment in development, 
and the emerging Design and Placemaking Supplementary Guidance which 
supports it. The Open Space Strategy, emerging Green Network Strategy and 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan that are additional drivers and are, in themselves, 
material consideration for development applications. 

  

Description of the Plan: The Planning Guidance (PG) on the Natural Environment will support the 
implementation of proposed Local Development Plan Proposed Plan Policies for 
the whole of East Dunbartonshire. It will provide further information and 
guidance on environmental designations, considerations and procedures to 
inform the development process. The guidance will provide additional 
information for the protection and enhancement of natural habitats, species 
and significant trees on and adjacent to development sites and mitigation for 
the associated impacts. The LDP policy is concise so this additional guidance 
helps applicants, development management colleagues and other stakeholders 
interpret it. It will also seek to amalgamate the opportunities already identified 
in other relevant documents, presenting the PG solely as a guidance document.  
 
Other background reports which support local designations in the LDP, shown 
on its Proposals Map, will be summarised as part of the PG.  These include 
Statements of Importance for the Campsie Fells and Kilpatrick Hills Local 
Landscape Areas, 2015; Review of Tree Preservation Orders (TPO), 2007;  
Reviews of Local Nature Conservation Sites (both biodiversity and geodiversity), 
2009 and 2015,  
 
The PG will include information regarding guidance on new proposals for local 
natural environment designations or amendments to their boundaries which 
are not incorporated in the LDP.  Any new LLA, boundary changes to existing 
LLA or new Local Nature Conservation Sites (LNCS) identified in the PG will 
inform the next iteration of the Local Development Plan. The review of Local 
Nature Conservation Sites identified nine potential additional LNCS. Seven of 
these are currently identified in the existing Local Plan 2 as Important Wildlife 
Corridors but were not included in the LDP pending a review of their value. Now 
that this review has taken place their value has been reaffirmed. One further 
wildlife corridor at the Glasgow to Milngavie Railway Corridor is currently being 
surveyed and if its value is also affirmed it too will be proposed as an LNCS. In 
addition, a land use consultant will be commissioned to carry out a review of 
the special qualities of three further LLAs (Glazert Valley, Badenheath, and 
Bardowie/Torrance) and new potential designated landscape areas in East 
Dunbartonshire.  They will then suggest changes to their boundaries or identify 
new boundaries, also revisiting the southern boundary of the Campsie Fells LLA. 
However, the original proposals map for the proposed Local Development Plan 
will remain the primary consideration for development proposals with further 
information on special qualities for LLA providing additional information and 
guidance supporting the existing Local Development Plan Policy 8. Any new 
proposals for LLA, amended LLA boundaries or Local Nature Conservation Sites 
will however be considered as material considerations at planning application 
stage. 
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The PG will provide guidance and detailed information to support the LDP 
policies by outlining the relevant requirements for developments for protecting 
the natural environment and contribute towards ensuring that developers 
contribute to the delivery of such opportunities.  

  

What are the key 
components of the 
plan? 

The Planning Guidance will, as mentioned, consolidate some of the content of 
other documents that have been produced for East Dunbartonshire, primarily 
the Local Development Plan. Other than this, the components that are known at 
this stage are a set of draft objectives. These include: 

 Update, improve usability and clarity of existing guidance.    

 Summarise Scottish Natural Heritage information on international and 
national nature conservation designations landscape character and 
Protected Species in or relevant to East Dunbartonshire. 

 Provide an overview of the importance of local nature conservation and 
Local Landscape Area (LLA) designations identified in the East 
Dunbartonshire Local Development Plan Proposed Plan and Tree 
Preservation Orders in the area. 

 Summarise the findings of reviews of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
and Tree Preservation Orders to be a material consideration for 
development management. This information will inform the future 
review of the Local Development Plan, including its proposals map. 

 Set out guidance on up to date processes for site appraisal, ecological 
and landscape and visual impact surveys 

 Identify key considerations for a planning application to mitigate, 
enhance and manage its impact on the natural environment 

 Identify related licensing processes for development to consider: 
Protected Species, tree felling and invasive non-native species.  

 Refer to British Standards for Biodiversity and tree protection in 
development sites. 

 Provide contact details of professional organisations for landscape 
architects, ecologists and tree (arboriculture) consultants and 
contractors. 

  

Have any of the 
components of the plan 
been considered in 
previous SEA work? 
 

The information contained in the Local Development Plan, as well as any 
relevant information in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan, emerging Design and 
Placemaking Supplementary Guidance and emerging Green Infrastructure and 
Green Network Supplementary Guidance have been subject to a minimum of 
Screening. In particular, the proposed Local Development Plan and Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan have been subject to a full SEA and therefore the 
majority of the content for the Planning Guidance has been considered in 
previous SEA work.  

   

In terms of your 
response to Boxes 7 and 
8 above, set out those 
components of the plan 
that are likely to require 
screening: 

At this stage, the components known are the proposed objectives. Some of the 
objectives are unlikely to require screening at this stage as they will result in 
operational or best practice guidance being laid out within the document. 
However, initial proposals for the content identified that the Planning Guidance 
will include the findings of the LLA review, as well as past TPO surveys and the 
recent LNCS surveys. This will be in line with the following proposed objectives: 

 Provide an overview of the importance of local nature conservation and 
Local Landscape Area (LLA) designations identified in the East 
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Dunbartonshire Local Development Plan Proposed Plan and Tree 
Preservation Orders in the area. 

 Summarise the findings of reviews of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
and Tree Preservation Orders to be a material consideration for 
development management. This information will inform the future 
review of the Local Development Plan, including its proposals map. 

 
These objectives, including the inclusion of the LNCS, TPO and LLA reviews, are 
the components likely to require screening at this stage in the assessment. 
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STEP 3 – IDENTIFYING INTERACTIONS OF THE PLAN WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND  
CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY INTERACTIONS (Error! Reference source not found.) 

 Environmental Topic Areas   

Plan Components 
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Explanation of Potential 
Environmental Effects 

Explanation of Significance 

Objective 1 
Provide an overview of the 
importance of local nature 
conservation and Local Landscape 
Area (LLA) designations identified in 
the East Dunbartonshire Local 
Development Plan Proposed Plan and 
Tree Preservation Orders in the area. 

          

Both of these objectives, as well as the inclusion of the LNCS 
and LLA reviews are likely to present indirect minor positive 
impacts on the environment, particularly in terms of the 
Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, Material Assets and Landscape 
environmental factors. This overview of these natural 
environment reviews and surveys, as well as the relevant 
findings of the emerging Local Biodiversity Action Plan, will 
provide additional information to that already outlined in the 
Local Development Plan and will be considered as part of 
material consideration for development proposals and guide 
the relevant interested parties, such as Development 
Management (EDC) and developers. It should be noted that, 
whilst there is the possibility that these reviews will result in 
positive impacts to the afore mentioned environmental factors, 
in addition to the requirements of the development plan, the 
impacts are unlikely to be significant and will not influence or 
result in changes to the Local Development Plan which will be 
the principal land development document for the local area.  

Objective 2 
Summarise the findings of reviews of 
the Local Biodiversity Action Plan and 
Tree Preservation Orders to be a 
material consideration for 
development management. This 
information will inform the future 
review of the Local Development 
Plan, including its proposals map. 

          
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STEP 4 –  STATEMENT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SCREENING 

    

Summary of interactions with the environment 
and statement of the findings of the Screening: 
(Including an outline of the likely significance of any 
interactions, positive or negative, and explanation of 
conclusion of the screening exercise.)  

The initial assessment of the proposed Natural Environment Planning Guidance (PG) identified the 
proposed objectives for the Guidance document including details of the planned LLA review, alongside the 
completed TPO and LNCS reviews. In general, the Natural Environment Planning Guidance will provide 
additional guidance, alongside other proposed Planning and Supplementary Guidance, to the Local 
Development Plan. 
 
Although the initial screening identified that there is the possibility of minor positive impacts to 
Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, Landscape and Material Assets, the effects to these environmental factors 
were not seen to be significant. Furthermore, the Planning Guidance will not be the primary driver for 
natural environment considerations as they relate to developments in East Dunbartonshire, although it 
will act as material consideration for development applications. The PG will provide guidance alongside 
other guidance documents by outlining the existing natural environmental requirements and highlighting 
the need to consider the outcomes of the LNCS, LLA and TPO reviews from a developer’s perspective 
whilst not changing the content of the main Local Development Plan. This will contribute towards ensuring 
that developers contribute to the delivery of such opportunities. 
 
Whilst is anticipated that the PG will have a positive impact, to an extent, in terms of providing guidance 
for developers on the relevant opportunities, the overall environmental impacts of the document are 
unlikely to be significant. Therefore, it has been determine that, under Section 5(3) of the Environmental 
Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, a full SEA is not required. 

  
When completed send to: SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or to the SEA Gateway, Scottish Government, Area 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. 
  

mailto:SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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