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denominational education, and that figure has fallen for the last 15 years (from 
20% to 15%). Fig. 1 below shows the level change in recent years. 

 
Fig.1 – Percentage change in attendance at denominational primary schools 

 
 
7.3 While the rolls of both schools have stabilised in recent years, there has been a 

significant and persistent drop in rolls since the late 1990s, to the extent that 
the current combined roll of the two schools (424) is equivalent to the roll of 
St Andrew’s Primary School in 1999 (422).  See fig. 2 below for school rolls 

 
Fig.2 – School Rolls 1996 - 2012 

 
 
7.4 This proposal provides a good sized, sustainable school with improved 

facilities. As discussed elsewhere in this report, there will be detailed 
transition planning in place to ensure that the strengths of the two schools are 
maintained and enhanced. The Council’s school transport policy will ensure 
that all children living one mile or more from school who wish to access 
denominational education will be offered free school transport.  This is 
currently the case at St Andrew’s Primary school.  
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The process of compiling roll projections comprises three steps, which are repeated. 
 
Step 1: The current roll in each year of the school is transposed forward one year, i.e. P1 moves to P2, 
P2 to P3, etc. P7 is removed to a secondary roll. 
 
Step 2: A new P1 intake year is calculated, and added to the roll to form a new roll, as shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 3: The new roll is adjusted to account for migration and house building. 
 
These steps are repeated until the desired year roll is projected. 
 
Components of P1 intake projection: 
P1 intakes comprise three main parts:  

- Zoned pupils, that is, pupils resident within a school’s catchment area. These make up the 
majority of any school; 

- Internal placing request pupils, that is, pupils resident outwith a school’s catchment area, but 
resident in East Dunbartonshire; and 

- External placing request pupils, that is, pupils resident outwith a school’s catchment area, and 
not resident in East Dunbartonshire. 

 
Projecting zoned pupil numbers 
There are two methods used to project the numbers of zoned pupils – trendline analysis and birth rate 
prediction. 
 

- Trendline analysis 
This method looks at the trend in P1 numbers entering a school over time (e.g. previous ten 
years) and extrapolates that to the future (e.g. next ten years). This predicts what rolls will 
look like if current trends continue. It allows for the ‘smoothing out’ the impact of bulges or 
dips in individual years by taking a view over a significant period of time. However, it may 
lose accuracy the further into the future projections are made. 

- Birth rate prediction 
The General Records Office of Scotland (GROS) produces forecasts of future birth rates for 
each authority. By analysing the historical data, we can predict what proportion of children 
born in East Dunbartonshire will enter each EDC school. By looking at the GROS predicted 
births for 2016, for example, we can predict how many pupils will enter a school in 2020, at 
age 4. This method could be considered more accurate for specific schools and specific points 
in time 

 
Quoted school rolls are from birth rate prediction. However, trendline analysis is also carried out, and 
reflects the direction of birth rate prediction. 
 
 
 

Appendix 4a - Roll Projection Methodology
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