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East Dunbartonshire Economic Recovery Plan 2020
	
Economic impacts of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Business 
13,300 jobs were furloughed in 
East Dunbartonshire in July 
2020. There were 1,419 COVID-
19 Business Support Fund grant 
applications, amounting to 
£12,747,500 for East 
Dunbartonshire businesses. 

People 
The number of East 
Dunbartonshire households on 
Universal Credit in May 2020 
(4,739) was more than double 
the figure for May 2019 (2,294). 

Community 
Footfall counts in Bearsden, 
Bishopbriggs, Kirkintilloch and 
Milngavie town centres all saw a 
reduction during lockdown and 
are recovering at different rates. 

Environment 
Active travel increased during 
lockdown, and car usage 
temporarily decreased, but by 
August 2020, traffic levels in East 
Dunbartonshire were at 90% of 
usual levels. 

Actions for Economic Recovery 

The Council is 
investigating 
options for the 
creation of its 
own short term 
business 

support grants 
programme. 

Scottish 
Enterprise are 
offering a range 
of sector specific 
business support 
funds and advice 
services. 

My World of 
Work Job Hub 
has been set up 
for employers to 
upload vacancies 
during the 
Coronavirus 
pandemic. 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Citizens Advice, 
the Council and 
Strathkelvin 
Credit Union are 
providing debt 
support services. 

The new Youth 
Guarantee will 
be run by the 
Council in 

partnership with 
SDS, DWP, DYW, 
voluntary sector 
and employers. 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Voluntary Action 
are helping 
Social 

Enterprises, and 
charities to 
source funding. 

The Council will 
prepare a 

Climate Change 
Mitigation 
Action Plan for 

East 
Dunbartonshire 

The Council will 
work with its 
EDEP partners to 
produce a 
Circular 
Economy 
Strategy. 

Business 
Gateway has 
been tailoring 
their expert 
workshops and 
advice to help 
local businesses. 

Skills 
Development 
Scotland is 

leading the PACE 
initiative to 
support those 
facing 

redundancy. 

The Council 
will continue to 
progress 
community 
projects, Place 
Plans and Town 
Centre 
Strategies. 

Business 
Improvement 
Districts and 
community 
groups are 

supporting town 
centres. 

Next Steps 

Further research is ongoing to 
monitor the impact of COVID-
19 on sectors, businesses and 
employment in East 
Dunbartonshire through: 
• Analysing economic data as 
it becomes available. 

• Liaising with Employability 
Service, EDEP partners and 
the local business 
community to understand 
key areas of likely 
unemployment. 

• Gathering targeted data to 
understand the impact on 
local sectors, town centres 
and travel behaviours. 

Get Involved 

Survey 
The Council would like to hear 
from East Dunbartonshire 
businesses, employees and 
residents on your experiences 
of the economic impact of 
COVID-19. Please tell us your 
views using the online survey.Business People Community Environment 


